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— Petaluma Museum Association
Board of Directors

Executive Officers:
Co-Presidents:
Cynthia Berhtram
Angela Ryan
Vice President: Elece Hempel
Treasurer: TBA
Recording Secretary: Megan Kelly

Directors:
Jenny Belway
KC Greaney
Melissa Hatheway
Molly Hill
- . Melissa Holberton
Petaluma Carnegie Library under construction circa 1905 Elizabeth Walter

Tom Whitley

CORNERSTONE: BUILDING COMMUNITY IN PETALUMA
Parks & Recreation Dept.

April 25-June 16 Rachel Beer
Recreation, Music &

In commemoration of the 120th anniversary of the setting Parks Commission
of the building’s cornerstone, this exhibition will include Histol\:li?:g:erKglmtural
photographs, documents, and ephemera related to the Preservation Committee

_ ) o Alice van Ommeren, Representative
founding and construction of Petaluma’s Carnegie Library. Youth Advisory Member
The exhibit will emphasize how community enthusiasm and Sospahr:fl\'?g’;;de
support was instrumental in bringing the library to Petaluma

Staff:

in 1904, and later was key to the building’s evolution into Stacey Atchley, Executive Director

Liz Cohee, Museum Coordinator
Kim Greenspan, Weekend Desk Docent
Mary Rowe, Membership &
Newsletter Editor
Solange Russek, Collections Manager

the Petaluma Historical Library & Museum.

The Petaluma Museum Association
Newsletter is published quarterly
and distributed to its members.

Thank you to all the contributors and

special thanks to Carl Molesworth, copy
editor. If you would like to contribute any
news or items of interest
to our newsletter,
email mrowe@petalumamuseum.org
Deadline is July 1, 2024

Petaluma Museum Association

- ' 20 Fourth St.
Ceremony for the laying of the I/brary S cornerstone on June 10, Petaluma, CA 94952

1904. (Sonoma County Library)
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A Message from the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

The cornerstone of our historic building, originally Petaluma’s Carnegie library, was
placed with much fanfare on June 10, 1904. As you’ll read beginning on page four, it was
a moment of great pride and celebration for all of Petaluma.

Ever since that day, this space has brought people together in public-private partnership.
The Museum is operated by the Petaluma Museum Association (PMA), a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization, in partnership with the City of Petaluma, which owns the property
and the collections. Members like you are the other key component—thank you for your
support!

This year, as we look back on our cornerstone anniversary, we are also looking ahead
to the future. We envision the Museum as a flourishing civic hub—a place to explore the
past, to learn new things about our town and ourselves, and to promote dialogue about
how we will shape our shared future.

As a member, you’ve shown that you value the Museum as a powerful community asset
with far-reaching impact. Museums are proven to inspire creativity, increase cultural
diversity, and boost local economies. There is increasing evidence that museums
contribute to social cohesion, civic engagement, health, and well-being. Museums can
also open eyes to different ideas and perspectives and help us better understand the
world around us.

It takes all of us working together to keep this historical heart of Petaluma beating strong.
You can put your membership into action by advocating for inclusion of the Museum in
the City of Petaluma’s General Plan Policy Frameworks, which are available for public
feedback through June 20. These documents, which reflect the values, priorities, and
goals of the City of Petaluma, include only two passing mentions of the Museum (and
notably no mention at all in the Arts, Culture, and Creativity framework). We believe the
frameworks could better reflect the value that the Museum brings to our community as
the cultural anchor of Petaluma, leading the charge toward impactful, civic-oriented work.
Make your voice heard by going to planpetaluma.org/policy-frameworks and sharing your
thoughts via the Google forms linked within each framework page.

Thank you for helping to ensure that the Museum continues to be a thriving cultural
resource for all of Petaluma! Just as in 1904, we can build a brighter future for our city by
working together.

Warm regards,
Stacey Atchley
Executive Director
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Petaluma History & Commentary

by Skip Sommer, Historian

1904: THE CARNEGIE LIBRARY CORNERSTONE

(From our newsletter archives Summer/Fall 2018, Volume 28, Issue 3)

Improvement Club started a

campaign directed at Industrialist
Andrew Carnegie, asking him to give
the city a monetary grant to build a
new library in our town. Up to then,
Petaluma had only a couple of
rooms set aside in a fraternal club
as a library, and the ladies kept
nudging this issue for three years
before Mr. Carnegie responded in
1901. He said he would donate the
sum of $12,500 toward the library
construction IF the two following
conditions would be met: a site must
be donated and designated, and the
City enact ordinance insuring the
support for the library and set aside
a sum of $1,250 for its maintenance.

IN 1898, THE Petaluma Ladies

So, then stepped up our wonderful
Addie Atwater, President of the La-
dies Improvement Club, who of-
fered to sell a lot she owned to the
City, for half of its market value. It
was a done deal, and the City hired
young Petaluma architect Brainerd
Jones to draw up the plans. It was
advertised that the 60’ X 66’ ma-
sonry structure would be totally: “up
with the times” and even be
warmed by one of those “New hot-
air heating plants!” (Well, Zowie!)

Addie Atwater

It was then June of 1904, and the
big ceremony of laying the corner-
stone had all of Petaluma atwitter.

On Friday afternoon, June 10", the
bulky cornerstone for our long-
awaited library would be set, to
great celebration. R.W. Raven-
scroft, editor of our Petaluma Cou-
rier, stated:

“All the stores and places
of business will be closed.
Visitors will come from ev-
ery town in the State. A big

time is anticipated. Mr.

Carnegie’s gift to the City,

will give Petaluma one of

the prettiest library build-
ings in the State.”

As the paper anticipated, a parade
from Washington Street and Main
Street, down to B Street and then
west a block to the future library lot,
was to start at noon that day, Mayor
Veale was to give the first address
and present “the trowel to E.S.
Lippitt” (who always had a lot to
say). A special three-coach train
came down from Santa Rosa,
bearing spectators. The new

Petaluma Library Board consisted
of S. Hopkins, E. Lippitt, W. DeTurk
and Thomas Maclay. Our first
librarian was to be Sara Cassiday,
daughter of Argus Editor Sam
Cassiday. All were in attendance on
June 10th, 1904.

With the parade finished, the big
event was ready to start, the huge
crowd encircled the lot, and THEN,
as the horse-drawn wagon bearing
the stone arrived on-site, a stranger
jumped from the crowd and (as
Ravenscroft described it) “flung his
arms and jaw into the air and shout-
ed that the whole canoodle of work-
men were SCABS, if they
continued to work on the library
building!” Well . . . what was that
about? Who was that dude? And,
what do we do now? One can just
imagine the pall that hung over the
large crowd then. Mouths were
agape.

It turned out, the guy was a visiting
union organizer from Colorado and
was complaining that the “Driver of
the dray, bringing in the stone, was
NOT a union member!” The stone
had been cut by union men and the
stone and its delivery had been
donated, and there really was no
bad anti-union attitude to this other-
wise union construction project.

So, here’s what happened in a
speedy fashion: A local union rep-
resentative jumped on the dray,
drove it out to the city limits and
then back to the site and all was
deemed okay for the ceremony.
The wait in between had been filled
with music and drink, and the dedi-
cation proceeded just an hour or so
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late. The Courier commented, “The
catastrophe of not having a stone
to lay was averted by the heroism
of the Teamsters Union.” The
mouthy dude from Colorado had
apparently snuck off, and I'm sure
our Professor Lippitt, trowel in
hand, was much relieved, and the
stone was set. (Whew).

Henry Ford in his 1904 automobile

1904 was a busy year. The auto-
mobile was becoming fairly well
established, with Henry Ford lead-
ing the way. Teddy Roosevelt won
his second term as President and
through his efforts, the U.S. pur-
chased the Panama Canal property
for 10 million bucks. ‘04 was the
year Orville and Wilbur Wright tried
out their flying machine, the Russo-
Japanese war began, “Peter Pan”
and “Madame Butterfly” both de-
buted and the first ice cream cone
was consumed. Interestingly, one
of the “names” that year, was base-
ball hero “Ty” Cobb, whose grand-
son, (of the same name), became
one of current President Trump’s
attorneys more than a century later.

We were years from “The Roaring
Twenties” in ‘04, and women were
still being constrained by some of
the Victorian mores. Consider
these items: The Olympics were
held in St. Louis, Missouri, that year
and out of 100 events, only archery
was open to female competitors. In
New York City, a lady was arrested
for smoking a cigarette in public,
and in Rome, Pope Pius X banned

“low cut dresses, when in the com-
pany of churchmen.” (Oh well . . .)

In California news, the Bank of Ita-
ly, (later to become Bank of Ameri-
ca), opened its doors in San
Francisco; the electric railroad from
Petaluma to Sebastopol and Santa
Rosa began hauling apples, poultry
and redwood; the Petaluma Elks
Club was founded; the Heritage
River West Vineyard (to become
Rodney Strong Winery) was plant-
ed; and a young man named Sam
Melnick became our first Jewish
chicken farmer when he bought
seven acres outside of Cotati. By
1920, verdant southern Sonoma
County would grow to contain the
largest assemblage of Jewish farm-
ers in the entire country! Many of
their descendants were to become
the leaders of our city for decades
to come.

In Petaluma, which sported a popu-
lation then of about 5,600, the
Wickersham Banking Company,
(Thomas Maclay, president), was
boasting a capitalization  of
$200,000, a young lad named Den-
man McNear graduated from Peta-
luma High, the Bank of Sonoma
County was opened, Josie Hill had
begun work on her Hill Opera
House, and the new theater would
be faced with Stony Point stone. It
was said: “It will be one of the best
play houses north of S.F.!” (It's now
the Phoenix Theater).

Our Chamber of Commerce
was boasting about Petalu-
ma’s excellent location,
pointing out that we had a
“fine asset in our sewer sys-
tem, the refuse being car-
ried to the bay, on each
tide,” and it got there by
way of our Petaluma Creek!

(Hopefully, there were other com-
munity highlights, as well). That

year, an average of 11,000 dozen
eggs were shipped out of here daily
to SF, and we also sported a shoe
factory employing 100; three tan-
neries; the only silk mill on the West
Coast, employing 90; the Golden
Eagle and the McNear Mills and the
Petaluma Incubator Company.
Speaking of incubators, inventor
Lyman Byce sold his existing build-
ings that year to expand to a new
larger factory on the river, but also
fronting Main Street (now Jan Ros-
en’s restaurant, 256 North Main).

Carnegie Library, just finishing
contruction 1906

And, last but not least . . . dredging
of our river was an issue in ‘04.
(Really?) The river just had to be
straightened out too, and that in-
volved lopping off some pieces of
embankment to accomplish. Two of
our city founders, John McNear
and Hiram Fairbanks, stood to lose
some property footage by that, and
were “very concerned.” City Trust-
ee Zartman moved that “a cut’
above the Washington Street
Bridge would “result in an open
canal,” and the city would offer
$500 for that parcel. However, both
Fairbanks and McNear volunteered
to donate their land, and the motion
was passed. Both the dredged and
straightened river and the new Car-
negie Library (then less than two
years from completion) were to
make major positive differences in
the life of our community. Both
were great steps forward.
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“X” Marks

the Spot

Burning the Midnight Oil
by Terry Park

o T

Post 1901 photo

Over the years, Lyman Byce continued to posi-
tion himself at the head of the who-perfected-the-
first-incubator queue. This included Argus Courier
articles and the puff piece titled “How It All Came
About” that appeared in his Petaluma Incubator
Company’s product catalogues along with a photo
of a building.

Byce tells the story of how he worked from 12 to
20 hours per day for nearly a year to perfect his
egg incubator, barely taking time to go out for
meals. According to Byce, he labored at his work-
bench until late at night or early morning, scarcely
realizing the flight of time. So interesting was the
work, he would finally brush the shavings off his
bench so he could spread blankets and seek
recuperation for a few hours.

Byce arrived in Petaluma in the fall of 1878 and by
September 1879 was producing his own incuba-
tor model, the Axford, on his poultry farm known

as the old Church property on Western Avenue.
The catalogue photo of the building is of poor
quality so another later one of the Farrell business
is on the cover. The catalogue photo is identified
as the 1879 Conrad Blacksmith shop with an “X”
on the room in which Byce labored. Dr Dias, a
dentist, also worked on perfecting the first incuba-
tor, preceded Byce in using this room. They even-
tually became partners and collaborated on
perfecting the Petaluma incubator.

Simon Conrad, the blacksmith, died in 1873. Wil-
liam Robinson became owner in October 1881,
while William Farrell became a partner in Novem-
ber 1881 and sole owner in 1901. The building
was demolished in 1921, and today the parking lot
for Dunaway Automotive Paint occupies the spot.

So “X” marks the spot for what owner of the
building in 18797 Check out the answer in the
next newsletter.
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What’s New in Collections
by Solange Russek, Collections Manager

Collection Highlight: Dan and Eileen Welding
Thanks to Barbara Martin for donating family photos of her grandparents,

who lived on Liberty St.

af Her grandfather, Dan, was born in
| California and was orphaned at the
young age of five. He was sent to
an orphanage in Brooklyn, New
York.

When Dan arrived around 1910, he
did not have the last name of his
family. When he turned 18 and was
ready to leave the Brooklyn
orphanage, he took the name of the
“Welding” shop that was next door.

Dan Welding in front of
his home on Liberty St.

Dan returned to California to get married to his first wife,
Evelyn Tavarez, in 1935. In 1938 they had a son, Byron
Ellsworth Welding (1938-1995). Dan and Evelyn
divorced soon after Byron was born.

In the late 1940s, Dan took a job
as a night clerk at the Roosevelt
Hotel in Oakland, CA. Read more
about the Roosevelt Hotel below:
https://localwiki.org/oakland/roos
evelt%20hotel/_files/Oakland_Tr
# ibune Sun__ May 12 1929%2
| 0-%20roosevelt%20hotel.jpg

- Dan was warned that there had
.| been some robberies in the area
| and that he should be careful.
Taking precautions, Dan
purchased a handgun and
practiced firing it. That paid off on
the early morning of Nov. 5,
1949, when a man who had been
in the hotel lobby a day before
asked Dan for change for a
quarter. Just then the man pulled
out a gun and said: “Sit down,
this is it!”

Qakland Hotel Desk Clerk
Kills Man In Hold-Up T

o out,

As Dan was obeying the gunman’s command, he
grabbed his own handgun that was hidden between
some newspapers and shot the would-be robber dead!

Dan later met and married
Eileen L. Guthrie from San
Francisco. They rented ahome [ ¥
on Liberty St in Petaluma. &%
Eileen was nurse, and Dan
worked at the Hotel Petaluma.

Dan was an amature boxer,
sportsman, and artist.
Newspaper articles show him
at the Sonoma-Marin fair
winning awards along with Lew
Barber for their art work.

Y

Eileen in the backyard of
home on Liberty St holding
one of Dan’s beloved

Anytime there was a boxing Boston Terriers “Bambi”
event happening, the Argus-
Courier would ask Dan to predict the winner. “Rocky
Marciano!” Dan answered.
RIGHT ON THE NOSE . .. Petalumans Vince Sullivan,
E. B. Jessen, and Dan Welding picked Heavyweight Cham-

pion Recky Marciano to knock out Ezzard Charles in the
eighth round, and that's exactly what Rocky did.
® % »

Petaluma Argus-Courier September 20, 1954

On May 27, 1963, Dan was driving on the Redwood
Highway attempting to make a left turn onto Ely when
he collided with another car. Dan suffered head injuries
from the accident and continued to suffer from
headaches and memory loss from a tumor in his brain.
Sadly Dan could not take it anymore and killed himself
in the living room of the home he shared with his wife
Eileen. Being a nurse, Eileen was able to deal with what
had happened.

Dan Welding is buried in the paupers grave at Cypress
Hill.

Eileen lived to be in her late nineties. She contiued to
reside on Liberty until she was evicted because the
owner of the property sold the house. Eileen was good
friends with Rose Lopez, who played the accordian at
events and restaurants in Petaluma and Cotati.
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Collections

from page 7

Articles about Dan & Eileen Welding and more photos.

GETTING ACQUAINTED . . . Dan Welding, the new
night clerk at the Hotel Petaluma, is not only a former
top amateur boxer, but he is also guite an artist. Dan spe-
cializes in pen etchings—with colored ink and black and

white.

NOTE: Dan Welding is a member of the Moose

Lodge. So with the Petaluma Moose Lodge interested in
reviving boxing in Petaluma, Dan should be a major asset
to the organization in this effort. Mr. Welding hails from

New York.

al months.

—

¥

»
Petaluma Argus-Courier July 6, 1954

Dan is Back

Daniel Welding, long-time desk
clerk at Hotel Petaluma, is back
on the job after a lay-off of sever-

| Wonder how many people pass-
ing by the desk realize how talent-

ed this man is. He is, among
other things, a master hypnotist
and a fine artist.

¥

Peta/uma Argus- Cour/er July 26 1959

Dan’s car in front of
house on Liberty St.

Py

3 Pdrsoﬁs
Are Injured

Thmemmlmtin:
two-car crash at Old Highway
101 and Ely Road at 12:50 p.m.

Dulel ‘ddin:. B an em-
ﬁonofthl!ﬂvmm-h
lives at 231 Liberty St., sus-
tained severe scalp lacerations
and a cut on his right leg.
Donald Smith, 30, of 367 Bruce
St., Bnhmn Park, has a cut
on the right knee. -

His wife, Della, 27, was shak-
en up but less seriously injured,
All were .taken to Petaluma
General Hospital by city ambu-
lance, Their condition this morn-
ing was listed as satisfactory.
The highway patrol said Weld-
ing was driving south on Old 101
and was attempting a left turn
into Ely Road.

The Smith were going north,
and the two cars met almost|
head-on. »
Welding's car caught fire in|
the engine area, and the Penn-
grove Fire Department was
called. The car was burned con-
siderably, and gas continued to
drain out onto the pavement for
some time. |

Petaluma AC May 24
1963

Eviction served
on 93-year-old

Senior receives notice to vacate apartment
she’s rented almost half a century
By LOIS PEARLMAN

AHGUS COURIER STAFF

is  an apartment with
Petaluma Ecumenical
Properties, where she has

An elderly Petaluma woman  been moved 1o the top of the

Eileen at her stove and sink in

house on Liberty St.

Rose Lopez and musicians

on Social Security is looking
for an affordable rental after
being evicted from the duplex
she has rented for nearly 49
years.

Eileen Welding, a 93 year
old retired nurse, received a
30-day eviction notice right
after Mother's Day, which was
later extended to July 8 It
said the house had been sold
and she had to move.

Initially that was true, cas
Creative

according
Properties

u)trwjnudndllu old
structure was too costly to fix
up, so they withdrew the
ESCTOW.

But  Welding's
notice was not with

Security
$700. Her
HBarbara Mar

The anly mm,

g Petal

list because she will soon be
homeless. Typically the wait is
six o eight months

A pile of boxes sits against
one wall of Welding's efficien
cy unit, which is half of a
house that dates back to the
early part of the 20th century.
Martin said they are hoping
Nunes will relent now that the
house is off the market, but
they want 1o be ready just in

“1 don't like the idea of mov.
aid Welding, “but
you do?”
Welding moved into
the small apartment with her
third husband in 1954 they
paid only $60 a month. In the
past 10 bl the rent has
d $200, but it is still
w market rate, mak-
ssible for her to pro
nd< T el n
Wel wly and is
hard t she is as
a woman
she has orga-
carefully to
remain fully self-sufficient
Market delivers
groceries 1o her door, the dry

rd  cleaner picks up and delivers,

OBITUARIES
Daniel Welding

Confused and disturbed ever
since an auto accident four
months ago, Daniel J. Welding
rodfende gy
shooting t
temple with a B uhbu' re-
volver.

Weldhl. 53, of 231 St.,
:as a ulm for the Salva-

aches.
Huwﬂeuldlhec«mle'u

having breakfast when she left
the room for a minute. Welding
rose, crossed the room, the

Petaluma AC
September 24, 1963

| NEW CHAMBER PRESIDENT ‘
|
|

May 30 huncheon held at The Running Roaster, formerly
Rooster Run Grill

life as a teenager, gotten
involved in two bad mar-
riages, then lost her third hus-
band when he developed a
brain tumor and committed
suicide

She earned a nursing certifi-
cate and worked in hospitals
all over the Bay Area. She was
already retired when Martin
discovered her.

Now the women are hoping
for a miracle, an opening at
PEP or a small apartment
somewhere in  Petaluma
where Welding can maintain
her independence:

“She'd like to stay here in

and she is able to get around
downtown on her own or with
alift from her granddaughter.

The pair has an interesting
history. Martin is the child of
er Welding had out of
wedlock. Martin's mother —
Welding's daughter — gave
Martin up for aduption. In
early adulthood Martin began
to search for her biological

both u( her adoj e gra
mothers had died when she
was young

Martin said Welding had run
away from an abusive home

Petaluma where her friends
are,” Martin said

(Contact Lois Pearlman ai
Ipearlman@arguscourier.com)

Petaluma Argus-Courier June 11, 2003
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é?\ Announcement é?\

The 16th Annual New Year’s Eve Concert will be the last concert at the museum presented by

Sky Hill Cultural Alliance and the PMA. Sky Hill is looking for another venue to accommodate
its concerts and house the Henry F. Miller 1899 Concert Grand Piano.

Sky Hill would like to keep these well-loved concerts in Petaluma so it can continue to offer
exceptional classical music to our community.

All suggestions are welcome! Please contact Elizabeth Walter at Skyhill Cultural Alliance for
updates on our progress and with thoughts and ideas. She can be contacted by email at

ewinpetaluma@yahoo.com

Liberty Time Capsule

8 100 BE Address a letter with a forever stamp to where you live.

Q[@Q@ =S I  Vrite about yourself, family, house, etc. Include some

PART OF Ppictures. Your envelope will be included in the time

TIME CAPSULE B  cepsule for the Post Office to deliver 100 years from

BURIED ON OPEN ON now. You can also drop off your sealed envelope at the
JULY 4th 2024 - JULY 4th 2124 HISTORY museum by Fr|day Junpe 28y P

wwwlibertytimecapsule.com Refer to the link below for more information about this
historic event.
www.libertytimecapsule.com

You have made the Petaluma Museum a part of your life. Now,

we hope you will consider making the Petaluma Museum

Association a part of your lasting legacy by leaving a gift in
*your will or trust.

Your bequest will ensure that the PMA remains a vibrant

organization that welcomes our community in the historic
Alexander J. “Zan" Stark (1889-1967) Carnegie Library Building and passes down our history to the
“Public Library - Petaluma Calif.” next generation of Petalumans. Petaluma Museum Association
Real photo posteard #738, March 1941 s 3 501¢3 tax-exempt organization.

To make the PMA a part of your estate plans, contact your financial planner. To find out more
about how your will or trust might sustain our educational mission, contact Stacey Atchley,
Executive Director, PMA at 707-778-4398.



www.libertytimecapsule.com
www.libertytimecapsule.com
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Petaluma Sky Ranch History

THE MAN WHO made the
greatest contribution to
aviation in the Petaluma
area during the postwar period
was George E. Justman, founder
and longtime operator of the
Petaluma Sky Ranch. Justman, a
native of Tacoma, WA, was born
in 1914 and made his solo flight at
the age of 16. He became a flight
instructor while in his twenties and
was teaching college students to
fly in the Civilian Pilot Training
Program for the U.S. Army just
prior to America’s entry into World
War Il.

Justman was working for United
Airlines when he took a military
leave of absence to become an
Army pilot during World War Il. As
a member of Ferry Command, he
delivered Army aircraft to front-line
units as far away as India and
Russia, reaching the rank of
captain and earning numerous
decorations. When the war ended
in 1945, he decided to return to his
career in civilian aviation and
settled on Petaluma as the place
to do it. At the same time, he
would be able to continue his
military flying with the Air Force
Reserve at nearby Hamilton Field.

Like the partners at rival
Petaluma Skyways, Justman
saw opportunity in the new G.I.
Bill, which provided veterans
with a variety of benefits that
included paying for flight
training. He acquired 22 acres
from the Perry Ranch on South
McDowell near the intersection
with Caulfield, cleared a grass
landing strip running perpendicular
to the road and began signing up
students for his flight school. He

Fifth in a Series
by Carl Molesworth

George Justman, left, and a man wearing a
Sonoma-Marin District Fair hat stand in
front of an Aeronca Champion at Petaluma
Sky Ranch airport in the 1950s.

proved an able promoter of civil
aviation in general and his
business in particular, writing
articles for the newspaper about his
students’ successes, organizing a
flying club called the “Throttle
Benders” and partnering with the

Petaluma Lodge No. 475 Loyal
Order of the Moose to form an Air
Scouts troop. He added a hangar
at Justman Field and purchased
several Aeronca Champion light
aircraft for trainers. Justman Flying
Service thrived for three years, but
by 1948 it was becoming clear that
residential development around
his airfield would soon make the
site untenable.

In  October 1948, Justman
received a use permit from
Sonoma County to build a new
airport on property he purchased
from the Pronini Brothers on East
Washington Street. The permit
allowed for construction of a Class
1 airstrip for light aircraft, along
with four hangars to house 12
aircraft, living quarters, offices,
and the Justman Flying Service
flight school. It was located on the
south side of East Washington
Street abutting the west side of

Housing developments had not yet encroached on Petaluma Sky

Ranch in 1953 when this photo was taken from above Ely
Boulevard looking east. The open ground beyond the airport is
now the site of the Petaluma Municipal Airport. Ken Schroll Studio
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the current Petaluma Municipal
Airport. Justman’s new Sky
Ranch Airport opened on
Sunday afternoon, July 10,
1949, with an open house that
featured flight demonstrations,
parachute jumps and flyovers by
military aircraft.

Sky Ranch Airport quickly became
a popular destination for pilots
from the Bay Area and beyond,
and in June 1950 Justman
recorded more than 70 takeoffs
and landings by visiting aircraft.
His flight school also was thriving,
even though the Gl Bill funding for
flight training was soon to expire.
In addition to primary flight
training, Justman Flying Service

also offered courses in
commercial flying and flight
instruction.

Presumably, Petaluma Sky Ranch
benefited from a reduction in
competition with the demise of the
Petaluma Skyways operation on
North McDowell in the spring of
1952. International affairs also
began to have an impact on
Justman’s operation with the
increased tensions of the Cold
War and the outbreak of hostilities
on the Korean Peninsula. In April
1951, Petaluma Sky Ranch was
designated a Control Airport by
the California State Aeronautics
Commission wunder its civil
defense plan. Pilots departing
from the Waldo Rohnert airfield
at Cotati for flights higher than
4,000 feet were required to file
flight plans at Sky Ranch. By
1953, the GI Bill funding for
flight training was restored as
a benefit for American
servicemen and women
returning from Korea, and
signups at Justman Flying
Service picked up. In addition,
Justman joined the newly
formed Private Airport Owners

A passenger stands on the wing of the Justman Flying Service’s twin-

engine Piper Apache in front of the operations building at Petaluma Sky

Ranch.

Association, an organization
tasked with advocating for the
interests of privately owned
airports such as Petaluma Sky
Ranch. Wear and tear on the busy
little airport were inevitable, and in
1954 the Sky Ranch runway and
turnaround strips were resurfaced,
and a sidewalk was installed at the
ready room. The following year,
Justman Flying Service got a
State Fire Patrol contract to use
its Cessna 170-B and 180 aircraft
to cover western California from
the Bay Area to Crescent City.
They flew with forest rangers and
firefighters to blazes throughout
the Redwood Empire, using the
Navy’s surplus airfield at Santa
Rosa as a base.

Interest among certain Petaluma
leaders for a city-owned airport
dated all the way back to the end
of World War 1l, and it began
picking up again as the 1960s
touched down. On April 29, 1961,
Justman published a long column
in the local newspaper questioning
the need for a publicly owned
airport in Petaluma. He mentioned
that many city leaders feared that
zoning around the airport, allowing
housing developments, would

eventually make the airport
untenable. He went on to report
that of the 26-30 airplanes based
at his airport, only three belonged
to Petaluma residents. But by this
time, George Justman’s 14-year
marriage to the former Violet
Patocci of Petaluma was ending.
He soon left Petaluma and leased
out the airport and business to
H.E. York & Sons, who later
turned over the lease to three
partners, Howland Smith, Thomas
Cole, and William Connors, with
Harold French serving as airport
manager in 1965.

Connors wrote an article for the
Argus-Leader in 1969 extolling the
virtues of the airport, including its
2,200-foot paved and lighted
runway, its FAA-approved flight
school and a variety of
aviation services including
aircraft maintenance, rentals,
charters and air taxis. He
quoted FAA statistics showing
22,000 takeoffs and landings in
1967. In 1970, Violet Tufts,
Justman’s ex-wife, sold the airport
property but retained the flight
school and was operating it
herself. She reported the following
year that 60 planes were based at
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the field, and Adobe Aviation had
30 students and 12 employees.
Seven businesses were using the
airport. The recently formed
Petaluma Pilots Association had
73 members. In 1973, John
Runyon took over the flight school,
followed in 1975 by Jim Higgins,
who also was doing charters and
rentals. Mike Jose, a well-known
one-armed pilot who had
managed the airport 1972-77,
owned and operated Petaluma
Sky Ranch 1980-82. Phil and
Sharon Perrin bought the airport
in 1983 and stayed for one year
before selling it to the City of
Petaluma.

Despite the activity at the
airport, its days were numbered
as residential neighborhoods
continued to encroach. In
September 1977, Petaluma
Vice Mayor Bill Perry, a licensed
pilot, convened a committee to
discuss plans for a municipal

Numerous airplanes are parked around the hangars and shop building at
Petaluma Sky Ranch in this 1973 photo. Sonoma County Library

airport. This time, the city meant
business. Plans were made for the
city to acquire Petaluma Sky
Ranch and property east of it for
a new, larger airport with sufficient
buffers from nearby residential
neighborhoods. The Sky Ranch
was dismantled, and Petaluma
Municipal Airport opened in 1985.

George Justman was long gone
from Petaluma by then but not
forgotten. On Feb. 2, 1992, Bill
Soberanes published a column in
the newspaper updating the news
about Justman. He was living in
Friday Harbor, WA, had 34,500
flight hours and was still giving
flying lessons. Justman died in

2005.

Come tour historic downtown Petaluma,
guided by a docent in period attire!
Saturdays from May 4 — October 26

10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Please meet on the steps of the Petaluma
Historical Library and Museum

Free, Donations of $10 Appreciated. (Please
register for ticket)

Downtown Petaluma

HISTORICAL
WALKING TOURS

Led by Petaluma Historical Library & Museum
docents in period attire!

MUSEUM

MAY-0CT

petalumamuseum.com

The Petaluma Historical Library & Museum invites you to join our living history docents—the “Petalumans
of Yesteryear’—dressed in period attire for a guided tour of our historic downtown. Petaluma has a
unique and fascinating history as a bustling river town during and after the Gold Rush, then as the
“Chicken and Egg Capital of the World,” and now as a town that loves its history. Learn about Petaluma’s
incredible architecture (including 8 sites listed on the National Register of Historic Places) and other
important and interesting facets of our town’s history. You'll be informed by your docent’s historical
knowledge and entertained by their characters’ stories.

Free, suggested donation of $10 appreciated. Meet on the steps of the Museum at 4th and B Street at
10:30am to embark on your trip back through time. Participant(s) with special needs can contact the
Museum several days before the walk they have signed up to take, and they will be able to participate
fully in the tour.
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2024 Good Egg Awards and Butter and Egg Days Parade

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL CHICKEN
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Faith Ross, 2024 Good Egg recipient on left with Mayor o 0 |
Kevin McDonnell, Stacey Atchley, Executive Director,
PMA and Katherine Rinehart, Historian

(photo credit Jim Johnson)

A P i e

Faith Ross with past Good Egg recipients on the front
steps of the Petaluma Historical Library & Museum.
(photo credit Jim Johnson)

The Helen Putnam Award, given out for the most entertaining
entree, with emphasis on clever use of historical themes,
went to the Petaluma Historical Library and Museum, with a
float populated by the Petalumans of Yesteryear, dressed as
real-life figures from Petaluma’s past. The museum also re-
ceived First place in the Antique vehicle (Non Commercial)
catergory.

(photo credit Paula Freund)

Faith waving from vehicle at the Butter & Egg Days
parade (photo credit Paula Freund)

Lots of exciting events are happening
at your museum!

For all the latest updates for events and exhibits please visit us
on our website at:

https://www.petalumamuseum.org/events

Museum hours: Thursday-Sunday, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Exhibits are free to the public — Donations Accepted



https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events
https://www.petalumamuseum.com/events
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STEVEN J. LAFRANCHI & ASSOCIATES, INC.
CIVIL ENGINEERS - LAND SURVEYORS - LAND PLANNERS

STEVEN J. LAFRANCHI, PE., PL.S.
PRESIDENT

PETALUMA THEATRE SQUARE
140 SECOND STREET * SUITE 312 « PETALUMA, CA 94952
TEL 707-762-3122 FAX 707-762-3239
steve@silo.com

Christine Bennett, ma

Cleantech Communication, Inc.
1290 Marian Way
Petaluma, CA 94954

christine@cleantechcommunication.com

+1925. 330. 4783 ‘
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Linda Buffo & Sandi Sullivan

Realtors® ORE #01331391/ #01975797

(707) 696-9368 Linda
(707) 695-2747 sandi

buffol@comcast.net
sandi@c2lepic.com

www.LindaBuffo.com
www.SandiSullivanRealEstate.com

616 Petaluma Blvd. So. Petaluma, CA 94954
@ Each office independently owned and operated

(:(07.763 . 5415
f- (0N .T18 .8417
£ info@Wedgeroofing.com

SPAULDING
MCCULLOUGH
L & TANSIL LLP
WARREN L. DRANIT 90 South E Street Suite 200
ATTORNEY AT LAW Santa Rosa CA 95404
Tel 707 524 1900 Santa Rosa 11 Western Avenue
Tel 707 283 0000 Petaluma Petaluma CA 94952
dranit@smlaw.com www.smlaw.com
Become a

Business Sponsor,
Company Sponsor or
Corporate Sponsor and
enjoy the many benefits at
those membership levels

Business Sponsors will have their cards appear in the
newsletter four times a year.

Company or Corporate Sponsors will have their logo
appear in the newsletter four times a year.

Join online at https://www.petalumamuseum.com/join/

Support your local museum!

@A

WEDGE

RO 5 Fol NG
s

GREEN BUILDING ARCHITECTS

William B. Walpert, Architect
707.789.0822
greenbuildingarchitects.com

(™ Boulevardme



www.petalumamuseum.com
www.petalumamuseum.com
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Membership

NEW MEMBERS

Fred Abercrombie, Alisha Basich, K Breithaupt, Kathryn de Laszlo, Amy Diller, Erin Farley, Chris Gunn, Dawn Haagstad,
William & Allison Hart, Lina Hoshino, Carol Janakes, Brennan Kunkel, Ryan Lamdeck, Suzy Louglin, Wes Marshall,
Cynthia Murray, Jennifer Noriel, Kathy Norwood, Stephen Pearson, Stefan Perez, Anita Shankar, Brenda Strech,
Wendy Stern, Kate Tatum, Kris Tyner, Charles Versaggi, Bryanna Whitney, Doris Widger

RENEWALS

Mary Acton, John & Pam Agnew, Catherine Alden & Kevin Ford, Dave Alden, Jane Bender, Pamela Westfall & Bruce
Botche, Christine Bennett, Jean Brian, Dan Brown, Kaye Chandler & Don Lounibos, Jack Charlson, Lynn Camhi,

Lyndi Brown, Linda Buffo, Tom & Linda Corbett, Patricia Cullinan, Judy Davis, Don & Sue Deal, Peter deKramer,
Margaret Dickinson, Alice Duffee, Dan & Susan Fix, John & Libby FitzGerald, Vivienne Frost , Neil Gelineau & Allen
Register, Mari-Ann Gibbs Rivers, Evelyn Gurevitch, Kathryn Hale, Judy Hawkins, Colleen & David Heaney,

Cindy & Thomas Hendrix, Tina Hittenberger, Susan Hootkins, Karen Howard, Carol Hyman & Peter Taines,

Alan Jaroslovsky, Jim Johnson, Kathleen Ketron, Ronald Kincaid, Susan Kraemer, Kathy Larsen, Mitch & Barbara Lind,
Steven Lovejoy, Rebecca Hawk Lynch, Susan Makovkin & John Cinnamon, Marilyn Maslin, Garent McClure,

William & Vicki McDill, Jane & David Meyers, Connie Mygatt, Diane Mickelson, Dulcie & Ryan Moore, Charles Mutscheller
John & Linda Nelson, Len Nelson & Carolyn Neufeld, Ken & Charlene Nugent, Dale & Steve O’Connor,

Sherri & Leif Ortegren, Terry Park, Claire Pass, Patty Paula, Jeffrey & Sue Pintar, Greg Ramos, Deborah Richardson,
Maureen Friedrichsen-Reed, Valerie & Greg Reisinger, Susan Repke-Rice, Gloria Robinson, Linda & Ken Rosen,

Faith Ross, Barbara Russell-Cambra, David Seter, Kathy Schmidt, John Sheehy & Laurie Szujewska

Don & Charlotte Siemens, Catherine & Alvin Spector, Bonnie Spindler, Jay Stavely, Vera Steinfels, Loretta Stoddard,
Suzanne & Alex Tanalski, Margaret Tepper, Barry & Binky Thorsson, Theresa Toombs, Barbara Webster,

Peter & Mary Ann Williams

DONATIONS
Tom & Linda Corbett, Patricia Cullinan, Margaret Dickinson, John & Libby FitzGerald, Melanie Phelps / in honor of Faith
Ross, Maureen Friedrichsen-Reed, Kathy Schmidt, Jeff & Sue Pintar, Dorothy Skinner
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LIFE MEMBERS

1
|
1
Linda Adams & Ken Larson, Mr. & Mrs. Marv Ashman, Bacchus Real Estate, Garth Bixler & Steven Barclay,Teresa |
Barrett, Ron Bausman & Art Wagner, Jim Becker, David Best & Margaret Roth, Ann & Gordon Blumenfeld, Marilyn !
Bragdon, Tom & Kathy Brandal, Paul Canorro & Kelly Collins, Joseph & Carol Castillo, Susan Morvay Chappell, Codding |
Foundation, Clark Coolidge, James and Liz Cohee, Steve Collins, Jim & Lori Cornaggia, John Cota, Judy Curtis, Angela i
E. De Carli, Daniel & Elissa DeCaro & Family, Dennis & Charlene Deen, Karen & James Ely, June Ferguson, Bonna ,
& George Flynn, C. Michael Forrest, Alice & Donald Forsyth, Jim & Kris Foster, Terry Fraser, Paula Freund & Paul |
Heavenridge, Kathy & Richard Fries & Family, George & Margaret Gambonini & Family, Marvel Gardner, Derlin German,
Marie Isabel Girolo, Robert Girolo, Alexa Glockner, Ken & Annette Goltermann Family, Margaret Gossett, Kathy Greene, |
Matt & Ginny Hautau, Mike & Beth Healy, Toby & Pat Herfindal, Ann Hobrecht, Miriam Hodge, Timothy & Marianne !
Hurley, Gary & Lynn Imm, Carol Isaak, Helen Issel, Toby Kaehler, William & Denise Kane, Roanne & Davis Kaplow, !
Steve & Karen Kemmerle, Terry Kosewic, Daniel Krieg, Kathleen LaRusso, David & Mary Lee, Rollie & Shirley Leeburg, I
Catherine Lehmann, Michael Lennon, Paul & Marlene Lewis, Blanch Lieb, Sid & Gerry Lipton, Connie Brandner ,
Loughary, Colleen Mahoney, Theresa & Peter Mahoney, Amy Malaise & Gary Fusco, Peter Masi/Master Cleaners, |
Elizabeth McBride & Don Shaw, Shirley B. McDonald, Sue Mc Isaac, Keith & Debbie McNeil, Robert & Virginia Merwin, 1
Max Mickelsen, Flora Mickles, Pierre & Sonja Miremont, Montoya & Associates, Ann Moreno, Tim & Lori Nelson, |
Tammara Norman & Edwin Hamilton, Dustin O’Brien, Mike O’Brien, Ross Parkerson, John & Karen Perlis, Edward "
Peterson, Ray & Ettamarie Peterson, Charles & Mary Pheil, Russel Pleech, James Power Millwork, Lawrence Reed, !
Dan & Ann Reed, Ed & Bernadette Ricci, Tim & Deborah Riddle, Katherine & William Rinehart, Emily Roeder, Rotary I
Club of Petaluma, Jerry Roy, Gloria Salick, Warren & Susie Salmons, Nancy Sasser, Kit & Steve Schlich, Lucille Sharke, ,
Jeff Smith & Alicia Wallace, Nicole & Dave Snider, Skip Sommer, Springfield Place, Kaye Stack, Clarice Stasz, Elaine |
& Christopher Stevick, Barbara Tornberg, Evan Williams & Elizabeth Tyree, UBS Financial Services, Gene & Lenore 1
Urbain, Larry & Jan Vannucci, Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 563, Susan Villa & Family, Volpi’s Italian Market, |
Michael & Elaine Von der Porten, Mary Renner & Linda Vourlogianes, Marcie Waldron, Ruth Walker, Olga Walker, Jan *
Widdowson, Lauren Williams, Sarah Young, Scott & Meredith Young, Nick Zaillian, Ruth Zveinieks !

I
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & CATEGORIES

*Discounted admission to temporary exhibits

*Reserved seating at the Butter & Egg Parade

(admission to the library & permanent exhibits is free to all)

*Subscription to and acknowledgement in the PMA newsletter

BASIC BENEFITS OF ALL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:

*Personalized membership card
*10% off Museum store merchandise
*10% off gift memberships
eInvitations to previews & receptions

INDIVIDUAL $35

All Basic Benefits
($20 memberships are available in this category
to: Seniors, Educators, Students. Military is free)

FAMILY / DUAL $70 )
All Basic Benefits, PLUS:
*Extension of Basic Benefits to an additional adult
& children in the same household up to age 17
*Two personalized membership cards J

RECIPROCAL MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES - “Museum Goer” Benefit
If you join the PMA at the Supporter level ($125) or higher, you will receive free or discounted
admission to more than 1000 museums in the U.S. Some of the top Bay Area participating museums are:

Asian Art Museum
CA Historical Society Museum °

Walt Disney Family Museum
Charles M. Schulz Museum -

de Young Museum ¢ Legion of Honor
Sonoma County Museum

(SUPPORTER $125 \
All Family / Dual Benefits, PLUS:

(

BUSINESS SPONSOR $150

k-ReciprocaI Museum Membership Privileges J

{ PATRON $400 R
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:

All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
k *Your business card in the PMA newsletter

( COMPANY SPONSOR $500
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:

*Personalized exhibit tour for you and 10 guests
(Listing of your name on the Museum’s Donor Wall J

{ BENEFACTOR $750 + )
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:

*Your company logo in the PMA newsletter
|

(CORPORATE SPONSOR $1,000 +
All Benefactor Benefits, PLUS:

*Opportunity to be named the benefactor of a

K temporary exhibit or annual program J
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*Your corporation’s logo in the PMA newsletter

YES! | want to join the PMA at the level of:

Name:

Address:

City/State:

Zip: Phone:

Email:

All membership dues are valid for one year beginning the month of
enrollment and are tax deductible as provided by law.

If you prefer, you can join online at petalumamuseum.com, or call 707-778-4398

Payment Options:

Enclosed is my check made payable to the
Petaluma Museum Association

Charge $ to my
Visa MasterCard
Card #:
Expiration: / 3-digit code:
Signature:

Petaluma Museum Association
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum
20 Fourth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952-3004




