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20 Fourth St.
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On the Cover by John Benanti

THIS YEAR’S BUTTER and Egg Day celebration continues a long
tradition of remembering our city’s history.  The current
celebration traces its beginning to the early 1980’s, but it has

a history that takes it back to the end of World War I.  The history of
celebrating agriculture in Petaluma goes back even further.

On September 26, 1867 the first exhibition of the Sonoma County
Agricultural Society took place at the fairgrounds.  No, not those
fairgrounds where the Sonoma-Marin is held each year, but the
fairgrounds in the area where Petaluma High School is today.  The
street the high school is on is a reminder of where the first fair was
in 1867.  Part of the reason the fair was located there was the
availability of water.  A natural spring which provided much of the
town’s water was located in the area, near the corner of Douglas and
Spring Streets.  Thus the name Spring Street.

Over the years that followed, up to the period of WWI,  fairs
and exhibitions celebrating the town’s agricultural history took place
with varying degrees of enthusiasm and community involvement.

In 1918 the Chamber of Commerce recruited Bert Kerrigan,
a man who had helped businesses in the City of San Francisco
recover from the 1906 earthquake.  After studying the local situation
Bert recommended the city focus on its greatest asset, the poultry
business.  The city bought into the idea.  In 1918 Bert began to
publicize Petaluma as “The World’s Egg Basket” and started “Egg
Day” as a way to publicize an “Eat More Eggs” promotion.

The photos on the newsletter cover, from the Museum’s
collection, depict people and events from that period of time.  The
events brought Petaluma national and even international fame as
“The World’s Egg Basket.”  The Egg Day celebrations went on for a
number of years.  In the late 1920’s Bert left the employ of the
Chamber of Commerce and the realities of foreign competition and
adverse economic impacts in the world of agriculture ended the Egg
Day celebrations.  Then Petaluma, and the rest of the world, got
caught up in the Great Depression of the 1930’s and that was
followed by the brutal realities of World War II.

Following the war Petaluma began a long evolution from a
predominantly agriculturally focused small town to a mid-twentieth
century suburban city where more people worked in white collar jobs
than agriculture.  Farmland and chicken ranches gave way to
housing developments.  Chickens and eggs and agriculture
generally were not forgotten, but they came to portray an “old
fashioned” and “out of date” way of life that was not in keeping with
the new reality of what Petaluma was becoming.

By 1981 it was time to take a new look at our rich agricultural
history.  Two local businesswomen, Alice Forsyth and Linda Buffo
were the driving forces behind making our history come alive.  What
evolved was Butter and Egg Day.  In 1983 an award was
established, the Good Egg award, to honor a local person who has
contributed to continuing to bring and keep our history alive.  Today
this annual event, highlighted by a parade and supported by a wide
ranging variety of supporting activities is Petaluma’s biggest
celebration.

“The World’s Egg Basket”
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THE END OF 2017 continued to be a
busy time at the Museum: We
ended October with our first New

Member Orientation Meeting, with many
of our committee representatives sharing
what they do and how their efforts support
the PMA. It was impressive hearing all of
the PMA accomplishments and learning
the details of each committee. (Next one
is scheduled for March 15th.) We also
had our Annual River Cruise and Annual
Cemetery Tour fundraisers, both were
very enjoyable, informative and well
attended.  El Dia de Los Muertos
Procession was again amazing and
festive. And we ended October by
handing out Halloween candy to over 300
costumed kids partaking in the Downtown
Trick or Treat Trail.
In November, we were proud to host the
Petaluma Arts Association 60th
Anniversary Art Exhibit. The Museum and
beautiful art seem to compliment each
other so well. And it was nice to talk with
some of the artists at the Opening
Reception. Behind the scenes in
November, Solange Russeck, our
collections manager, along with John
FitzGerald, spent a day at the PHL&M
with a crew from The Travel Channel's
Mysteries at the Museum. We'll keep you
posted on the upcoming Wrist-wrestling
Championship episode.

December began with the PMA Members
Holiday Party, Annual Meeting & Election.
Thanks to Aldo for providing the lovely
holiday music to set the festive mood and
to all who helped to make it a fun evening.
We also welcomed our newest PMA
board member, Michael Slade. Mid-
month the Museum hosted Petaluma
Readers Theater for two of their holiday
performances.  The PMA also co-
sponsored Downtown Community
Caroling with Aqus. Offering carolers
mulled wine and spiced cidar, the
Museum was the perfect spot to warm up
those vocal chords before hitting the chilly
streets. We ended the month (and 2017!)
on a high note with our Annual New Years

Eve Gala Concert, including
performances by members of the San
Francisco Symphony, along with our own
Elizabeth Walter, and Kayleen Asbo. It
was a magical evening of music and an
amazing feat of seating 190 attendees!
Now it's 2018 and there's even more to
do. Our recently launched Membership
Match is going well and we are close to
the halfway point. Please encourage your
non-PMA member friends and family to
support the Museum. And this year the
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum
and the Petaluma Museum Association
turn 40 years old and we think that's worth
celebrating! From partys to exhibits, we're
working on plans to showcase and share
this wonderful building and its collections.
Also in 2018 we've launched Third
Wednesday Dialogues, offering monthly
historical topics to educate and entertain.
(See page 13 for calendar) At our first
event in January we had John Shubert,
author of “Hidden History of Sonoma
County.” Our events continued the
following Saturday, Paula Freund gave a
presentation on the Museum’s
masterpiece by Professor Eugene
Urbain, titled “California Yesterday and
Today.” It was a treat having Prof.
Urbains grandson and family at the
presentation. The next day we held an
Exhibit Reception for Spring Hill
Montessori Schools Pop-Up Exhibit,
“Pioneer Memoirs.” It's wonderful to see
children so engaged with their local
history and we are so proud to have their
work on display.
 I'd like to share more about our
upcoming activities but I'm running out of
room, so I encourage you to review our
upcoming events listed later in this issue
to stay on top of all we have to offer.
We've also added a PMA "Wish List" to
our newsletter for your consideration. We
thank you for your support and that hope
you'll visit our exhibits and join us for our
many events in 2018.

Kathy Barron-Fries

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2018

President’s Message

Happy New Year, Petaluma History Supporters!
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WHILE RECENTLY READING about the
romance and engagement of Prince
Harry of England and his lovely

American fiancee, Meghan Markle, it brought to
mind that other Royal love story about Edward VIII
and his scandalous affair with American Wallis
Simpson. It was the world-wide story of the year
in 1936. Those of you who read my columns know
I love the word: “Wacko.” It’s
a perfectly good word, but
to apply it to the future King
of England, (you may
opine), is taking things too
far? But, maybe not.

King George V of England
had died in January of ‘36,
leaving his 42-year-old son,
Edward VIII, Prince of
Wales, to succeed him on
the throne. Newly released
documents show that the
transition had been ex-
tremely controversial. A
couple of further questions
NOW are: Was Edward a Nazi sympathizer? Was
he mentally flawed? And, was his lover, twice-
divorced American commoner, Wallis Simpson, a
scheming enabler? Recently released files and
letters are saying just those things.

Petaluma and the entire world was avidly follow-
ing the Royal News in 1936. From Edward’s as-
sumption of the throne in January, to his
abdication of it, in December. It was speculated
then, that Edward, would never marry and pro-
duce an heir, so his brother‘s pretty five-year-old
daughter, Elizabeth, third in line then, it was
thought, might one day, succeed her Uncle Ed-
ward on the throne. As monarch, Edward VIII had
officially become “Ruler of one-quarter of the
world, King of Great Britain, Ireland and the Do-

minions beyond the seas, and Emperor of India.”
Edward had taken the oath of office, pledging to
“respect the Church of England,” which, consider-
ing his already two-year hot romance with a mar-
ried American commoner, he well knew he would
not be doing. Britain’s Prime Minister, Stanley
Baldwin, was very worried  that this weak man
was to be in charge.

On February 4, The Petalu-
ma Argus quoted the new
King Edward, as saying, “I
pray I may justify your trust
throughout my reign.” He,
whose mother was German,
as well as his great-grandfa-
ther, Prince Albert. Edward
had often said that German
was his first language and, in
fact, he was an admirer of
Adolf Hitler. One theory at the
time was that Hitler wanted,
and had groomed, Edward,
as his puppet king in England.

But the intrigue and back-stories, now accepted
by historians, are even darker. Prince Edward
apparently had delighted in many affairs with mar-
ried women and was capable of great callous-
ness. “It would be best if he fell off his horse and
broke his neck,“ PM Baldwin once mused aloud.
And, indeed, there was a large segment of British
officials who considered Edward totally unsuitable
to be King.

What really was wrong with this man? Psycholo-
gists have speculated he had never grown out of
adolescence and had all the symptoms of Asperg-
er’s Syndrome, full of self-pity and disparagement.
The Archbishop of Canterbury had considered
him to be “definitely abnormal” and the Royal
Family’s personal physician, Lord Dawson, was

Petaluma Was Glued to Edward and ‘Wally’ Scandal

                            Petaluma History & Commentary   by Skip Sommer

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2018

Wallis Simpson & Edward VIII



convinced Edward had suffered, an “arrested ad-
olescence.”

In addition, PM Baldwin also had thought that
Wallis Simpson was “a Nazi spy” whom Hitler had
spent years cultivating, and the PM had actually
put Scotland Yard, on her trail! This was possibly
because Joachim Von Ribbentrop, the Nazi Ger-
man Envoy to London, was also having an affair
with “Wally” (sending her each day 17 carnations
in celebration of each time they had . . . well . .
you know). Edward’s own mum, Queen Mary,
believed that Wally had “some kind of sexual
control over her son.” Even American Ambassa-
dor to England, Joe Kennedy, had
publicly called Wally “a tart.”

Now, before forwarding to that
newsy December, and the abdica-
tion scandal, what else was hap-
pening in 1936? Well, FDR had
won the White House again, the
two huge bridges across SF Bay
were under construction, the Di-
onne quintuplets had turned three,
Adolf Hitler was all over Ethiopia
and kidnapper Bruno Hauptman
was executed for the terrible mur-
der of Charles Lindberg’s baby. In
Petaluma, Jasper Woodson had become our
mayor that year, and pushed for the widening of
Main Street, plus the building of a bridge extend-
ing D Street eastward over the river! (It seemed to
be THE year for bridges in California.) Our Re-
publican newspaper editor, Mr. Olmsted, lauded
our City Council for deciding to widen Main with-
out using WPA labor, criticizing FDR’s depres-
sion-era plan as “too slow and too expensive.”

So now, on to December of 1936 and the royal
turmoil. The Argus headline of Dec. 3 blared:
“King’s Love Affair Shakes Nation And Threatens
Throne!” It continued: “King Edward has decided
to abdicate for a twice-divorced American com-
moner!” Mrs. Wallis Simpson, it seemed, had
become the center of one of the greatest crises
England had known for centuries, and new King
Edward was described as “a sullen, angry and
defiant Monarch.”

But King Edward had, at first, refused to renounce
his paramour, declaring he had NO intention of
abdicating. The S.F. Chronicle warned that,
“Whatever happens, tremendous, irreparable
damage has been done to Great Britain.” On Dec.
7th, Wally said, from her hideaway in France, that
she did not want to hurt the King or the throne.
The Empire tensed, as it was leaked that Queen
Mary had remarked that her son seemed “sad,
haggard and visibly aged from strain“ and she
“was astonished at the change in him.“
Editor Olmsted opined, “The proper solution
seems to be up to Wally,” and the SF Chronicle
stated, ”The King is 42 and must face the fact that
the crown is not only his ..but the Empire’s. It

should not easily be dispelled.”
The following day, Wally said
that she would wed Edward,
even if she could NOT be
Queen. The drama was stirred
once more.

Then, Edward said in finality:
“My mind is made up,” and he
cut the cord. His entire reign
had been just 325 days, the
shortest in the Kingdom’s his-
tory. The Chronicle chortled,
“Edward is a boy, who never

grew up.” So, King Edward, then made his historic
radio speech to the world, including these words:
“I cannot discharge my duties as King, without the
help and support of the woman I love.” The Argus
headlined: “Wally Listens To Lover On Radio.”
Finally, this Argus editorial question on Dec. 15th,
1936: “Did Edward Wish To Get Rid Of His Job?”
Officials in Washington believed that he had want-
ed “out” from a job he had never liked and that

(continued on pg. 14)
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Edward VIII and wife Wallis Simpson meet Adolph Hitler

Argus Editor John Olmsted
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IT HAS BEEN said early Petaluma had more
bars than any other type of retail business
and later there appeared to be a gasoline

service station on every corner as 27 new
stations opened during the 1920s to meet the
increased automobile demand for gasoline.
The 1970s had the highest average number
of stations with 44 and 1972 was the all-time
high water mark of 46.  Gasoline, however,
did not initially drive the need for curb side
fuel dispensing.

The precursor to the gasoline station was kerosene
dispensing.  The modern petroleum industry began in
the 1850s with the successful large scale distillation of
kerosene from oil for lighting.
Kerosene hastened the
demise of the whaling
industry which provided
whale oil for lighting
and lubrication but un-
doubtedly saved many
species of whale from
extinction. Kerosene
became king but would
begin to wane with the
invention of the light
bulb by Thomas Edison
in 1882 and the advent
of the internal combus-
tion engine at the be-
ginning of the 1900s.
The rise of the automobile made the petroleum indus-
try more efficient as one barrel of crude oil only pro-
duced 3% kerosene but 40% gasoline but it took until
1919 for gasoline sales to eclipse kerosene.

The first gas station was a pharmacy with curb side
service in Weisloch, Germany in 1888 which provided
gas for Karl Benz’s first road trip. Karl is credited with
the first production built auto.  In 1905 the Automobile
Gas Co and Shell Oil Co are both credited with the first
purpose built gas stations in the United States with
both located in St Louis, Missouri.

Charles Kelley’s curb side service at 16 Blvd S
(today Bank of West driveway)

in 1903 was Petaluma’s first service
station, and over the years stations

would increase to occupy 87 locations
within the city limits with over

600 different operators.

Many thought making money just pumping gas would
be easy but found out service and repair was required
to stay in business which resulted in a failure rate of
58% for operators in business one year or less and a
cumulative failure rate of 77% in business four years
or less.

Charles Kelley like others initially dispensed kerosene
and gas from barrels with buckets resulting in spillage,

arguments, and in-
crease of fire and ex-
plosion hazard.  The
increased demand for
gas began the evolu-
tion of the gas pump
which began as a hand
pump with a hose. In-
dustry improvements
over the years included
underground tanks in
1902, the sight glass
and audible bell 1910,
and the illuminated
globe for advertising in
1912. By the late teens
the visible pump be-

came the preferred design to assure customers gas
was being pumped into their tank.

Petaluma like many towns had operators in the busi-
ness for many years and the following table
includes those over 30 years. Note Fred and Clarence
had gaps in station operation which has been subtract-
ed from their total years.

Petaluma’s “Fill’er Up” Stations
by Terry Park

Open-Close Yrs Operator
1932-1982 50 Marty Martinez, Texaco
1927-1969 42 Roy F Heyward, Associated
1923-1970 36 Fred C Kelley, Shell, Richfield
1933-1988 34 Clarence Haynie, Texaco
1938-1970 32 Milt Gustafson, Texaco
1956-1988 32 Lloyd G Roberts, Shell

Charles Kelley family curb side service 1908



6

And yes Harry Park was my father who put me to
work at the age of eight at 330 Western Avenue and
I needed a stool to wash the windshield.  This
building is the oldest surviving wood exterior station.

By the end of the 1980s market forces not only
reduced the number of stations but also resulted in
the movement to self-service with no repair. John
Magnolia in Pump and Circumstance said it best.

“The cultural and functional phenome-
non that began as a pump in front of a

grocery store in the early twentieth
century has been replaced by pumps in
front of convenience stores.  The gas
station has come full circle in its short

but vivid and fascinating history.”

Other topics including Petaluma’s petroleum plants,
oil wells, auto camps and courts, and rural gas
stations, can be found in my self-published
Petaluma Gas Stations at the Petaluma Museum,
Petaluma Library History room, and Santa Rosa
History and Genealogy.

Roy Heyward

The youngest operator was Carlos Jim Ricci who was a
senior at Petaluma High partnered with his older brother
Remo in 1942 for the Texaco station at 3rd St and D St.
Their military enlistment required selling the station, but
in 1948 they opened their new Union 76 Station on the
corner of East D St and Wilson St. just down the street
from their Wilson St. family home.

Twenty nine station buildings survive, seventeen of
which are operating gas stations. The table provides the
five oldest surviving station buildings.

Station Yrs Occupancy Today Address
1928-1982 Bill & Jay’s Repair 2 Blvd S & B St
1933-1971 European Car 700 Blvd S. at I St
1936-1986 Vanda Floral 501 Blvd N at Kent St
1937-1978 Petaluma Auto Craft 619 Blvd S. near I St.
1940-1975 Vacant 330 Western at Howard

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2018
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February 10, 10 a.m. – Noon
Black History Month
Children’s Story Time
Parent must be present

February 21, 7 p.m.

Petalumans of Yesteryear and the
founding of Petaluma’s Carnegie Library

$5 suggested donation

March 4, 6:30 p.m.
“Women and Goddesses”

Braslavsky Ensemble Concert
With Pre-Concert Lecture

by Kayleen Asbo
see museum website

for details and reservations

March 5, 12, 19, & 26 7 - 8:30 p.m.
The Art of Women, Sex & Politics:

Lecture & Musical series
by Kayleen Asbo

tickets available at kayleenasbo.com

March 11,  3 - 4:30 p.m.
The Myth of Inanna

Presentation by Nancy Castile
Free

March 15, 6:30 p.m.
New Member/Volunteer

Orientation
Learn about the many
 aspects of the PMA

March 18 at 4 p.m.
Petaluma Ladies’ Improvement Club:
Municipal Housekeepers of the Past

Presentation by
Katherine Rinehart & John Sheehy

March 25, 4 - 6 p.m.
Return to the Garden

Salon & Poetry Reading
led by Kayleen Asbo

Tickets available online

March 28, 7 p.m.

“How a Mountain Was Made”
Greg Sarris discusses  new book and

local Miwok history
$5 suggested donation

March 29, 6-8 p.m.
Bourbon Pairing

Dinner Fundraiser
Preferred Sonoma Caterers & Willibee’s

team up again for an evening of
tantalizing plates and spirits to support

the Museum
See Museum website for details

April 18, 7 p.m.

“The River, The Railroad and
General Vallejo”

 John FitzGerald and the
Petalumans of Yesteryear

April 21, Noon
Butter & Egg Days Opening

Ceremony

Kick off History Week
and celebrate the 2018

Good Egg & Grand Marshall recipients

April 21, 1 p.m.
The PHL&M and the PMA’s

40th Birthday Party!
Festivities to include:

Bill Hammerman Bench Dedication
More to come!

April 22 at 1:00 p.m.
3rd Annual History Trail Walk with

The Petalumans of Yesteryear
Meet some of Petaluma’s most colorful,

influential and fascinating
characters of the past

May 16 at 7 p.m.

The Homes and History of
Petaluma’s D Street Neighborhood

Presentation by Katherine Rinehart

June, tbd
“I Do” Exhibit

Opening Reception

July 4, 10:30 a.m.
Annual Bell-Ringing Ceremony
Flag Ceremony by the Boy Scouts,

Proclamation by the Mayor & more.
Ring the Korbel Bell, then cookies &

lemonade in the Garden Court.

SAVE THE DATE: November 3rd

2nd Annual PMA Gala Fundraiser
More details to come

February 8 – 25, 2018
Black History Month Exhibit

“Reflections”

Telling the story of Petaluma’s black
population since the 1880’s

March 2018
Women’s History Month Exhibit

Women and the Search for Wisdom
through art, poetry and music

April-May 2018
To be announced

June - September 2018
“I Do” Exhibit

Vintage wedding attire, artifacts and
photos from the Museum collection

October - December 2018
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum,

A Story of Civic Pride & Progress

 EXHIBIT SCHEDULE

PETALUMA MUSEUM ASSOCIATION: 2018 EVENTS
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MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2018

John Shubert
On January 17 we had an entertaining evening with local
author, John Schubert.  This was the first in the series of
Third Wednesday Dialogues @ the Museum. We now
have signed copies of his latest book, "Hidden History of
Sonoma County" in our Gift Shop!
You can find the schedule for our upcoming dialogues on
page 13 or go to petalumamuseum.com/dialogues

Continued on page 14

9TH ANNUAL NEW YEARS EVE GALA
On December 31st we celebrated our  9th Annual  New Year’s
Eve  Gala. This year we enjoyed works by a variety of our
favorite composers: Schubert, Handel, Mahler, Ravel and
Beethoven.  The Piano Quartet in A Minor by Gustav Mahler
was performed by our own Elizabeth Walter on Piano,
accompanied by three string players from the San Francisco
Symphony.  Kayleen Asbo entranced us with the narrative
behind Handel’s Suite in E major “Harmonious Blacksmith”
before her performance of the piece.  The evening ended with
a Piano and Cello Sonata in A major by Beethoven performed
by Cellist Shu-Yi Pai and Elizabeth Walter.  Join us next year
for our 10th Annual Gala – but do purchase tickets early as
this event always sells out.

Petaluma Arts Association Exhibit

Petaluma Arts Association celebrated its 60th

Anniversary with us featuring an exhibition of the
works of local artists.  The reception on November
18 was very well attended and a number of art work
was sold.

Eugene Urbain's Masterpiece"California
Yesterday and Today"
On January 20th Paula Freund gave a fascinating
presentation to a full house on Eugene Urbain’s
Masterpiece “California Yesterday and Today”.  John
FitzGerald, who attended the lecture said that it was
interesting and informative with a great slide presentation.
Please visit the museum to view this wonderful
masterpiece.
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Camille Jordan

…….in her own words

I have been a volunteer for two
years, lately helping at museum
events & with membership
mailings. Earlier I worked with
Solange in collections. I am a San
Francisco native, growing up in

the Noe Valley district of the city. After receiving a B.A.
in political science from U.C. Berkeley, I entered the
Peace Corps. As a PC volunteer I worked in Bolivia
with the Aymara Indians doing community development
projects. The locale was in the Andes at an elevation
of 13,000 feet. Conditions were primitive to say the
least!

Upon returning home, I worked briefly for a new
non-profit organization where I organized a library of
community resources and did some job development.
I then began a long career with what was then called
the State Employment Service and later renamed the
Employment Development Department. Most of the
time there was spent doing research : forecasting
industry employment trends for many of the

metropolitan areas in northern California, as well as
industry trends in the rural counties of northern and
central areas of the State. I also computed
unemployment rates for these areas, and wrote career
guides for students and adults. These were/are called
California Occupational Guides and are used largely
in school career centers and by vocational counselors.

After taking an early retirement, I began painting
watercolors, which I am still doing as a fun hobby.
Some of my work was on display at our recent
Petaluma Arts Association exhibit in
November/December. A high point of my early
retirement years was owning an extraordinary parakeet
who got into the 1995 Guinness Book of Records as
"the bird with the largest vocabulary." He was noted
with 1,728 words after a 6-month observation
period involving 21 people (mostly members of a local
parrot owners club). No bird has yet surpassed his
record!  I have videos of him, as well as 30 hours of
tape recordings, and binders filled with his sentences
and humorous quips. I plan to donate these to PMA in
the future. You can go online and read about him with
the search "Puck, bird with most words."

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
 by Mary Rowe

I feel so lucky to
be associated
with such a

wonderful group of volunteers! So,
as we approach the new year, I
want to take this opportunity to
thank  each and every one of you
for your time, your support and your
care in making Petaluma Museum
Association the great organization
that it is. We have been through a
very interesting transitional year but
with our goal centered around our
mission, that of preserving the
unique history of Petaluma and
providing educational and cultural
services to the community,
Petaluma Museum Association is
and will continue to be a wonderful

service organization with awesome
volunteers. May peace, joy, hope
and happiness be yours during this
new year!

We have a wide variety of volunteer
opportunities to get involved in. If
you’re curious about our volunteer
opportunities, visit us at
petalumamuseum.com/volunteers
or reach out via email to
volunteer@petalumamuseum.com.
By becoming a volunteer of the
Petaluma Museum Association
(PMA), you are directly contributing
to the exciting exhibitions,
education programming, our School
Tour programs, outreach programs
and of course, the preservation and
display of Petaluma’s unique history
and cultural heritage.
Our museum is truly an exciting and
constantly evolving space.

I sincerely hope that this step to
become a volunteer will inspire you
to become an active participant in
the museum community. You are
joining a circle of diverse,
dedicated, and enthusiastic
members and I welcome you to
engage with them through
volunteering. Your support and
contribution help keep us strong
and moving forward.

An appreciative Thank
You to Liz Young, Kay
Hardy, Patricia Webb,

Camille Jordan, Jeanne DeLucca,
Rod Washowich, Cathy Teague,
Alice Rebizzo, Solange Russek,
Camille Jordan, John FitzGerald
and Kate Hawker.

Diane Ledou
Volunteer Coordinator

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2018
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Heritage Homes & Landmarks
Plans Big Change in 2018

As the PMA marks its 40th anniver-
sary, Heritage Homes & Landmarks reaches its 50th!
That’s a lot of shared effort in preserving Petaluma’s
history, and now both organizations are united. The
original HH and the community worked together to
persuade the City to designate the Carnegie Library as
a community space, which then evolved into the Muse-
um we have today.

Heritage Homes’ mission statement created in 1968
states: To preserve the architectural and cultural heri-
tage of the Petaluma area through the promotion and
encouragement of the preservation and restoration of
vintage buildings and settings of historical or cultural
significance. The City’s Planning Department now in-
cludes the Historical and Cultural Preservation Com-
mittee, and three Historic Districts—one commercial
and two residential—have been designated. More
people are buying homes in Petaluma because of their
beauty and uniqueness, and are preserving them.
Fewer homes are being lost to demolition by neglect or
devastating remodels. One could say that HH&L has
achieved its mission.

So where does HH&L fit in with today’s cultural land-
scape? Over the last decade HH&L has been strug-

gling to engage interested volunteers to do its work,
most notably finding homes for the Biennial House
Tours and annual Holiday Parlour Tours. These tours
take a lot of volunteer hours to plan and execute,
including finding docents to staff the tour, creating tour
books and finding businesses to buy ad space.

The public is still interested in taking tours, but ade-
quate volunteer support has been lacking. In order to
continue, HH&L either needs MORE committee help—
which doesn’t seem likely—or a change in its pro-
grams. We believe this year is the time to make a
change.

Together with the PMA’s Executive Director, Angela
Ryan, and Board President, Kathy
Barron-Fries, HH&L has concluded that it cannot con-
tinue to hold its traditional indoor tours. Instead, it is
working to develop a program of summer walking tours
of various historic neighborhoods, conducted by Peta-
lumans of Yesteryear, who already lead the Downtown
Walking Tours during warm-weather months. These
newly designed tours would allow for viewing house
interiors by means of 360-degree videos to be seen at
convenience of the tour-goers.

To develop this program, the PMA can offer its re-
search library, volunteers looking for specific tasks,
and contacts such as architects and historians. So,
stay tuned for more news as we forge a new decade
for our organization, the community and the greater
good of preservation.
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by Kit Schlich, your PMA representative
to Petaluma’s Historical and Cultural
Preservation Committee

 Hear from each committee chairperson who will
give a short presentation of the various

volunteer opportunities available.
Like us on Facebook

https://www.facbook.com/PetalumaMuseum

Follow us on Instagram @petalumamuseum
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by Solange Russek & Michael Slade
We would like to acknowledge the California Digital Newspaper (CDN) Program of UC Riverside, the source of all of the items that are going to be presented
in this column. The CDN Collection is a project of the Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research (CBSR) at the University of California, Riverside.
The CDN Collection is supported in part by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology
Act, administered in California by the State Librarian.

HISTORICAL NEWS OF PETALUMA

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2018

Daily Alta California, Volume 10,
Number 42, 12 February 1858

Daily Alta California, Volume 10,
Number 44, 14 February 1858

A mid-19th century con-artist at work?

"A Citizen" , was clearly making questionable claims
about "The vast mineral importance" in our section
of this State, most likely for reasons of personal gain.

Fortunately, Dr. Elliot provided a fine riposte to the
overblown and inaccurate statements before any
fortune seekers set out for Petaluma.
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Garth Bixler & Steven Barclay

Erica & Josh Barlas

Shirley Blum in memory of Carl Resek

Walter & Marilyn Bragdon

Ruth Browning

Steve & Linda Buffo in memory

of Bill Hammerman

Dennis & Carolyn Buss

Bonnie Carpenter

Carol Casselman

Nino & Elaine Cerruti

Connie Codding

Laura & Jim Cornaggia

Steve & Debbie Countouriotis

George Daum

Amery Day

Pat Donegan

Diane Dorfman in memory of Joe Dorfman

Pat Faverio

Ted Feldman

June Ferguson

John & Libby FitzGerald

Alice & Donald Forsyth

Paula Freund & Paul Heavenridge

Aldo Garibaldi

Haroldine Hansen

KayHardy

Kate Hawker

Vernon & Margaret Hodapp

Donald Hofvendahl

Gary & Lynn Imm

Douglas & Linda Karr / memory of Glenn Waite

Sean Lanham

Catherine Lehmann

Sid & Gerry Lipton

Carolyn Mack

Theresa & Peter Mahoney

Evelyn Matteri in memory of Charles Matteri

Shirley McDonald in memory

of Millie King, Clyde & T.J. Nelson

Sherie Michaile

Linda Moretti

Glee Murphy in memory of Charles Murphy

Tim & Lori Nelson

Harry Nieuwboer

Kenneth Nugent

Don & Anthy O'Brien

Dustin O'Brien

Julianne O'Keefe in memory

of Counihan & Walsh Family

Brenda Paupst

Al & Marret Poehlmann

Alice Rebizzo in memory

of Rebizzo-DeMartini families

Harriet Redlich

Gayle Reid

Tim & Deborah Riddle in memory of “Hoppy”

PatRiley

Katherine & Bill Rinehart

Jo Ann Ritko Pozzi

John Sheehy

Marilyn Sisler

Kaye Stack

Mary Stelzner in memory of Tom Stelzner

Clifford Stowe

Mary Tilbury

Carolyn Torliatt

David Watts
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Petaluma Museum Association
Board of Directors meetings are on the

second Monday of each month at 6:00 pm.
They are open to the public.

Follow us at:
 www.petalumamuseum.com

www.facebook.com/PetalumaMuseum
Twitter@petalumamuseum

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2018

Third Wednesday Dialogues @ the Museum
Join us at 7pm on the following evenings for a stimulating exchange

and illuminating journey through Petaluma history.

⟡
February 21

The Petalumans of Yesteryear on
the founding of Petaluma’s Carnegie Library

⟡
March 28 (note date change)

Greg Sarris on How a Mountain was Made,
stories of Petaluma’s Miwok history

⟡
April 18

John Fitzgerald and the Petalumans of Yesteryear on
the River, the Railroad and General Vallejo

⟡
May 16

Katherine Rinehart on the Homes and History of
Petaluma’s D Street Neighborhood

⟡
June—August: Hiatus

⟡
Register for free at Eventbrite

Suggested $5 donation at the door

PMA Wish List:
• The loan of 10 mannequins, of mixed sizes and

gender, for upcoming "I Do" exhibit, needed
May through September.

• Unique bottles of fine wine for 40th
Anniversary wine raffle (40 bottles needed by
April 5th)

• Table wine, sparkling cider, sparkling water to
serve at our many events

• Roomba vacuum - we're a little museum, until
you have to vacuum it! A "robot" vacuum
would help greatly.

• The PMA would love the help of a web
designer/developer to assist us in improving
the design and layout of our current WordPress
site.

Like us on
Facebook:

Petaluma Historical Museum
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Edward & Wally Scandall ….from page 4

Wally had provided an opportunity. Knowing what
we do now, that may have been true.
Meanwhile, Edward’s brother, the new King
George VI, (who suffered a bad stuttering prob-
lem), pledged to the people, his loyalty. He was 41
years old and his young daughter, then Princess
Elizabeth, was moved up to first in line for the
throne. Elizabeth would, indeed, succeed her fa-
ther and as of this year, she became the longest
serving monarch in Great Britain’s history. Quite
the story, Edward — from Prince of Wales, to King
of England, to Duke of Windsor — all in the same
year. And, oh yes, he DID marry Wally and was
ostracized to the British Bahamas.

Now, in 2017, Edward’s great-grandnephew,
Prince Harry, is engaged to another “divorced
American commoner.” What’s different is that
Harry is already a British hero, very admired, and
is only fifth in line for the throne. (When his sister-
in-law, Kate, has her third child next spring, Harry
will be sixth in line). Plus, Harry’s betrothed is
being christened in the Church of England and
has already passed the intense scrutiny of “The
Queen”who well remembers her Uncle “Edward”
and his “Wally” Simpson. A new book, 17 Carna-
tions, by Andrew Morton, tells even more of the
details of that strange British scandal of 1936.
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Petaluma Historical Museum
and our Schools

by Freyda Ravitz-Director of
Education Outreach

A number of years ago I read a
quote attributed to a Lakota Sioux
that said, “Tell me and I’ll listen.
Show me and I’ll understand.
Involve me and I’ll learn”.  This
illustrates the relationship
between classroom instruction
and museums.  During the
past several months, a
collaboration between The
Spring Hill School and the
Petaluma Museum
Association exemplified the
concept.
 To kick off the school year
and brand new middle school
program, lead teacher Megan
Gallagher, along with Pam
Tambe met with me over the
summer to begin planning a unit
that would correspond with the
"Portraits of Petaluma Pioneers"
exhibit and help root the students in
the history of their community.  I
coordinated a program at the
museum spanning a two-month
period that included a presentation
by the curator on the exhibit, a

discussion on the importance and
uses of historical maps, a
presentation of the artifacts and
ephemera held by the Museum and
how they can be used for research.
The final session was a meeting
with the Sages of Petaluma who
regaled the students with stories
and answered their questions.

 At the conclusion of this unit
each student wrote a memoir from
the perspective of an early
Petaluma or California pioneer
using information that they had
learned during their classroom
studies and our Museum
presentations. The students were

thrilled to have their memoirs and
accompanying art pieces displayed
at a pop-up exhibit at the Museum
in January.  A reception was held
on January 21st that was attended
by 74 adults and students.  Said
Megan Gallagher, “The Spring Hill
Middle School looks forward to
continued collaboration with the

Petaluma Historical
Museum for years to
come”.  The Petaluma
Historical Museum
thoroughly enjoyed the
experience as well.

I want to thank the
teachers of the Spring Hill
School and their students
for allowing us to partner
with them on this project.
Additionally, I want to
thank the presenters:
Paula Freund on her
Portraits of Petaluma

exhibit; John FitzGerald for the
discussion on historical maps;
Solange Russek on the artifacts and
documents, as well as her help with
installing the pop-up exhibit; and
The Sages of Petaluma. I also thank
Kate Hawker and Sandy Wilkins for
their help at the reception.

Museum Highlights……from pg 8

Pop-up Exhibit
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Disaster Prevention/Preparedness Seminar
by Solange Russek

On November 29, 2017
Barbara Maxwell and
I attended the Western
State and Territories
Preservation
Assistance Service
(WESTPAS) Disaster
Prevention/Preparedn
ess, Response and

Recovery Seminar.  The training was hosted by Katherine
Rinehart from the Sonoma County History & Genealogy
Annex.

The group reviewed risk assessments for cultural
collections and how to prevent and address safety
hazards.  Situations on which we focused were water,
fire and smoke damage and securing contents on
shelves against earthquakes.  We also discussed that
institutions should get to know their first responders and
salvage and recovery companies.

We are now finalizing our emergency response plan
and developing site maps for all of the storage units
and museum galleries.  If you would like to get more
information please visit these websites that were
created by the WESTPAS trainers.
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www.connectingtocollections.org/archiveresponseplan/
www.connectingtocollections.org/exercisingyourplan/
www.connectingtocollections.org/archiveriskevaluation/



NEW MEMBERS
Ellen Anderson, Tobin & Christina Ballinger, Bob Billings, Carla Boyd, Paula Butterworth, Costarella Seafoods, Inc, Michael Cruchon,
John & Sara Cummings, Bill & Hope Curry, David Davies, Lindsay Dyson, Helene des Rosiers, Bruce Elliott, Susan Powers Kane,
Nicola Haines , Peter Hale, Hale’s Hardwoods, Robert & Patricia Hanson, Colleen & David Heaney
Juliana Hoewing, Alan Jaroslovsky, Ronald Kincaid, Eileen & Ben Kutnick, Elinor Lacy, Lori Lafranchi, David & Arla Norton Luna,
Patricia Marien, Garnet McClure, Katherine McCoy, Diane Mickelson, Sherie Michaile, Charles Mutscheller, Allen Noren, Dale OConnor,
Margarite Olmos, Susan Panetta, Patty & Frank Paula, Jeff & Sue Bates Pintar, Jerry Pozo, Khaleghl Quinn,
Greg Ramos, Erin Richards, Barry & Ellen Richter, John & Julianne Ryan, Mary Savage, David Schaefer,
Tilak Raj Shukla, Adobe Beverages and Foods, Inc., Patricia Smith, Noellene Sommer & Earl Herr, Valerie Stannard,
Vera Steinfels, Sherry Stern, Till & Karin Stoeckenius, Sandra Viera-Potter & John Potter, Cathy Teague, Margaret Tepper
Paola Tonelli, Katherine Yates

RENEWALS
John & Pam Agnew, Baddeley Family, Ivan & Kimiko Barta, Lewis & Janet Baer , Pamela & Bruce Bochte,Doris Bostrom, Steven
Bosshard & Carolyn Carswell, Jean Brian, Dan Brown, Lyndi Brown, Linda Buffo, Dennis & Carolyn Buss, Barbara Russell-Cambra,
Lynn Camhi, James & Patricia Carr, John & Helen Charlson, Suzanne Clarke, Jodi Clinesmith & Chris Samson
Carol Conley, Clark & Susan Coolidge, Patricia Cullinan, Judy Davis, Don & Sue Deal, Peter DeKramer, Margaret Dickinson, Dean &
Marilyn Dizikes, Pat Donegan, Cathy Edmondson, Coldwell Banker, Meg Ensign, Sue Edwards, Pat Faverio, John & Libby FitzGerald,
Vivienne Frost, Sandra & Ken Garber, Aldo Garibaldi, Nicholas, Greta & Phoebe Goulden, Martha Gustafson, Mary & John Guz,
Katherine Hall, Stephen & Fiona Hamilton, Kay Hardy, Kate Hawker, Robert & Veronica Harriott, Cindy Hendrix, Tina Hittenberger, Kim
Jacobsen, Peter Jaret & Steven Peterson, Jim Johnson, Stephen Kent Jones, Camille Jordan, Kate Keaton, Kathleen Ketron, Jan
Klebe, Susan Kraemer, Ron & Kathy Larsen, Diane Ledou, Janice Lee, Lee Lipinski, Steven Lovejoy, Hector & Nadine Luevano, Karen
Lundholm, Rebecca & Eugene Lynch, David & Leslie Malloy, Barbara Maxwell, Gary Martz, William & Vicki McDill, Patricia Menadier,
Peter Meyerhof, Linda Moretti, Glee Murphy, Len Nelson, Ken Nugent, Judith Nyman, Terry Park, Elaine Petersen, Karen Poehlmann,
JoAnn Ritko Pozzi, Valeri & Greg Reisinger, Susan Repke-Rice, Timo & Frances Rivetti, Adrienne & Martin Rodgers, Jerrene &
Raymond Rogers, Michael & Deborah Rogers, Kathy Schmidt, John Sheehy, Bonnie Spindler, David Seter, Gayle Reid, Ruth Robeson,
Janet Rodd, Faith Ross, Mary Rowe, Tricia Schexnaydre, Steve & Kit Schlich, Phyllis Sharrow, Alma Simmons, Virginia Stevens-
Johnson, Loretta Stoddard, Sandy Tate, Anne & Gerard Taylor, Lynda Thompson, Brian Tolson, Lee & Marj Torliatt, Eloise Van Tassel,
Elizabeth Ward, June Wayne, Roger & Eileen Weeks, Marshall West, Peter Williams, Rick & Judy Williams, Nancy Wolf

DONATIONS
David Chappell, Elizabeth Lazaroff, Mary Savage, Pamela Torliatt in memory of Althea Torliatt,
Elizabeth McBride & Don Shaw / in memory of Bill Hammerman

   Membership
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                                                                 LIFETIME MEMBERS

Linda Adams & Ken Larson, Mr. & Mrs. Marv Ashman, Bacchus Real Estate, Garth Bixler & Steven Barclay, Ron Bausman
& Art Wagner, Sherri Brungart, Jim Becker, David Best & Margaret Roth,  Ann & Gordon Blumenfeld, Walter & Marilyn
Bragdon, Tom & Kathy Brandal, Virginia Breedlove, Sherri Brungart,  Arthur & Selma Cader, Paul Canorro & Kelly Collins,
Joseph & Carol Castillo, Susan Morvay Chappell, Codding Foundation, Clark & Susan Coolidge, James and Liz Cohee,
Steve & Judy Collins, Jim & Lori Cornaggia, John Cota & Teresa Barrett, Judy Curtis,  Angela E. De Carli, Daniel & Elissa
DeCaro & Family, Dennis & Charlene Deen, Marvin & Shirley Dolowitz,  Diane Dorfman, Karen & James Ely,  June
Ferguson, Bonna & George Flynn,  C. Michael Forrest,  Alice & Donald Forsyth, Jim & Kris Foster, Terry Fraser, Paula
Freund & Paul Heavenridge, Kathy & Richard Fries & Family, George & Margaret Gambonini & Family, Marvel Gardner,
Cheryl & Derlin German, Marie Isabel Girolo, Robert Girolo, Alexa Glockner, Ken & Annette Goltermann Family,  Margaret
Gossett, Kathy Greene, Alice Guglielmetti, Connie Hammerman, Matt & Ginny Hautau, Mike & Beth Healy, Toby & Pat
Herfindal, Ann Hobrecht, Miriam Hodge,Timothy & Marianne Hurley, Gary & Lynn Imm, Carol Isaak, Helen Issel, Toby
Kaehler, William & Denise Kane, Roanne & Davis Kaplow, Steve & Karen Kemmerle, Lucy Kortum, Terry Kosewic, Daniel
Krieg, Jack & Verna Krout, Kathleen LaRusso, David & Mary Lee, Rollie & Shirley Leeburg, Catherine Lehmann, Michael
Lennon, Paul & Marlene Lewis,  Blanch Lieb, Sid & Gerry Lipton, Connie Brandner Loughary, Colleen Mahoney, Theresa
& Peter Mahoney,Constance Mahoney, Amy Malaise & Gary Fusco, Peter Masi/Master Cleaners, Charles & Evelyn
Matteri, Elizabeth McBride & Don Shaw, Shirley B. McDonald, Mc Dowell Drug Task Force,  James & Sue Mc Isaac, Keith
& Debbie McNeil, Robert & Virginia Merwin,  Max Mickelsen, Flora Mickles, Pierre & Sonja Miremont, Montoya &
Associates, Ann Moreno,  Tim & Lori Nelson, Tammara Norman & Edwin Hamilton, Dustin O’Brien, Mike O’Brien, Michael
Orton, Ross Parkerson, John & Karen Perlis, Edward Peterson, Ray & Ettamarie Peterson, Charles & Mary Pheil, Russel
Pleech, Shep Porter, James Power Millwork, Lawrence Reed, Dan & Ann Reed, Ed & Bernadette Ricci, Tim & Deborah
Riddle, Katherine & William Rinehart, Walter & Emily Roeder, Rotary Club of Petaluma, Jerry & Mary-dee Roy, Gloria
Salick, Warren & Susie Salmons, Nancy Sasser, Kit & Steve Schlich, Richard & Lucille Sharke, Alba Silva, Jeff Smith &
Alicia Wallace, Nicole & Dave Snider, Skip Sommer, Springfield Place, Kaye Stack, Clarice Stasz, Thomas & Mary Stelzner,
Elaine & Christopher Stevick,  Barbara Tornberg, Evan Williams & Elizabeth Tyree, UBS Financial Services, Gene &
Lenore Urbain, Larry & Jan Vannucci, Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 563, Susan Villa & Family, Volpi’s Italian
Market, Michael & Elaine Von der Porten, Mary Renner & Linda Vourlogianes, Marcie Waldron, Ruth Walker, Olga Walker,
Judy Walters, Jan Widdowson, Lauren Williams, Sarah Young, Scott & Meredith Young, Nick Zaillian, Ruth Zveinieks



If you prefer, you can join online at petalumamuseum.com, or call 707-778-4398

FAMILY / DUAL $70
All Basic Benefits, PLUS:

•Extension of Basic Benefits to an additional adult
& children in the same household up to age 17

•Two personalized membership cards

RECIPROCAL MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES - “Museum Goer” Benefit
If you join the PMA at the Supporter level ($125) or higher, you will receive free or discounted

admission to more than 600 museums in the U.S. Some of the top Bay Area participating museums are:
Asian Art Museum • Walt Disney Family Museum • de Young Museum • Legion of Honor

CA Historical Society Museum • Charles M. Schulz Museum • Sonoma County Museum

SUPPORTER $125
All Family / Dual Benefits, PLUS:
•Reciprocal Museum Membership Privileges

BUSINESS SPONSOR $150
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Your business card in the PMA newsletter

CORPORATE SPONSOR $1,000 +
All Benefactor Benefits, PLUS:
•Your corporation’s logo in the PMA newsletter

COMPANY SPONSOR $500
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Your company logo in the PMA newsletter

INDIVIDUAL $35
All Basic Benefits
($20 memberships are available in this category
to: Seniors, Educators, Students. Military is free)

PATRON $400
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Personalized exhibit tour for you and 10 guests
•Listing of your name on the Museum’s Donor Wall

BENEFACTOR $750 +
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Opportunity to be named the benefactor of a

temporary exhibit or annual program

BASIC BENEFITS OF ALL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
•Discounted admission to temporary exhibits •Personalized membership card
(admission to the library & permanent exhibits is free to all) •10% off Museum store merchandise
•Reserved seating at the Butter & Egg Parade •10% off gift memberships
•Subscription to and acknowledgement in the PMA newsletter •Invitations to previews & receptions

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & CATEGORIES

YES! I want to join the PMA at the level of: Payment Options:
__________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

City/State: _________________________________

Zip: _____________ Phone: __________________

Email: ____________________________________ Petaluma Museum Association
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum

20 Fourth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952-3004

Please detach and return the portion below with your payment method.

All membership dues are valid for one year beginning the month of
enrollment and are tax deductible as provided by law.

❐ Enclosed is my check made payable to the
Petaluma Museum Association

❐ Charge $____________ to my
❐ Visa ❐ MasterCard

Card #: ______________________________________

Expiration: _____/_____ 3-digit code: _______

Signature: ___________________________________
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Thanks to Adele Galuhn for your donation of
the 1903 Hamilton Railroad watches that your
Great Grandfather Louis Chopard made. The
watch was made for Juliette Chopard’s hus-
band John Larcombe. Louis Chopard’s jewelry
store in 1906 was at 911 Western Ave., and
moved to 21 Western in 1914. Louis’ work was
so respected that he was the official jeweler for
Queen Liliuokalani of Hawaii.
The second item is a pocket mirror and birth-
stone chart with Mr. Chopard’s business adver-
tised on it.

Thank you  Lori Lafranchi for
donating your mother’s
collection of  her society column
from 1957-1960.
Margret Henrichsen Sambuck
grew up on Keokuk Street  in
Petaluma, graduating Petaluma
High In 1939. Margret married
Louis Sambuck in 1941. Louis
worked at AF Tomasini where
he got this child’s bowl and cups
for his children.

New
Donations!

Museum Collection Update
by Solange Russek

Museum Collections Manager




