
Quarterly Newsletter

  Winter/Spring 2019                       VOLUME 29, ISSUE 1

Preserving the Unique History of Petaluma and Providing
 Educational and Cultural Services to the Community

"One Way Ticket" from Jacob Lawrence's Migration Series

The Great Black Migration 1910-1970
A Black History Exhibit

February 7 thru March 24, 2019



Petaluma Museum
Association Board

Executive Officers:
President: Kathy Fries

Vice President: Debbie Countouriotis
Treasurer: Erica Barlas, CPA

Recording Secretary: Kit Schlich

Directors:
Madeline Backman

Clint Gilbert
Rob Girolo

Kate Hawker
Elece Hempel
Freyda Ravitz
Michael Slade

Elizabeth Walter
Marshall West

Parks & Recreation Dept.
Drew Halter

Recreation Music and Parks
Commission

Megan Cusimano,  Representative
Historic and Cultural Preservation

Committee
Kit Schlich, Representative

Staff:
Angela Ryan, Executive Director
Liz Cohee, Museum Coordinator

Mary Rowe, Membership &
Newsletter Editor

Solange Russek, Collections Manager

The Petaluma Museum Association
Newsletter is published quarterly and

distributed to our members.  Many
thanks to all our contributors and to our

proofreaders and volunteers
who help with our mailings.

If you would like to contribute any news
or item of interest to our newsletter you

can email to
mary@petalumamuseum.com

Deadline for submission is April. 1, 2019

1

Petaluma Museum Association
20 Fourth St.

Petaluma, CA 94952

IN HONOR OF Black History Month, and in celebration of

the 41st Annual Black History Program, The Petaluma

Historical Library & Museum and Petaluma Blacks for

Community Development are pleased to present “The Great

Black Migration. 1910-1970”, an exhibit on display at the

museum February 7 through March 24. This exhibit will look

at the movement of over 6 million African Americans from the

Southern Unites States to the urban Northeast, Midwest and

West between 1910 and 1970. This was the largest internal

movement of any group in American history, and had

particular significance for Petaluma and the Bay Area as these

areas welcomed large groups of African Americans in this

period.

On the Cover

Black History Month:
The Great Black Migration, 1910-1970

Coordinating events at the museum include:

Children’s Story Time, Saturday February 9th, 10am to noon.
Free event. Children must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian.

Lecture by Sharon McGriff-Payne, Sunday February 10th,
1pm. Author of John Grider’s Century: African Americans in
Solano, Napa and Sonoma Counties, 1845-1925.

Lecture by Martha C. Taylor, Sunday March 3, 2pm. Author
of From Labor to Reward: Black Church Beginnings in San
Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley and Richmond, 1849-1972.

Activities in the community (free to the public):

41st Annual Black History Program, Saturday February 23,
5:30pm, New Life Christian Church Auditorium, 1310 Clegg
St., Petaluma

Annual Gospel Hour, Sunday February 24, 4pm, Petaluma
Christian Church, 1160 Schuman Lane
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Happy New Year to all!

I hope you enjoyed and have recovered from the
holidays. These last few months have kept us busy,
with highs and lows along the way. Our “PHL&M: A
Story of Civic Progress & Pride" exhibit was on display
through the end of year, with gallery tours offered most
Sundays by exhibit curator, Paula Freund. And a big
thank you to Paula for such a wonderful exhibit and the
many programs she put together to accompany it.

Although we postposed our fundraiser (keep
reading for update!) we still held the 40/40/40 Wine
Raffle on November 3rd, where Robin Anderson-
Bowen was the winner of 40 bottles of wine. On Nov.
7th Bridget Maely gave a presentation on California’s
City Beautiful Movement. On Nov. 14th the Petalumans
of Yesteryear "conjured the world of turn-of-the-century
Petaluma and discuss the origins of Petaluma's
Carnegie Library.” On Nov. 28th we hosted an evening
of storytelling and pictures with Scott Hess and John
Sheehy, authors of the recently released, "On a River
Winding Home.”

On December 7th we held our Annual Holiday Party
for our members. Thank you to Aldo for the lovely piano
music and to all the volunteers, board and staff for
helping make it a fun and festive event, including the
pre-party decorating. The following day we were
honored to have Dr. Kenneth Breisch, associate
Professor, School of Architecture at the University of
Southern California, give a presentation on "Andrew
Carnegie and the American Public Library Movement.”

 On Dec. 11th we received sad news that longtime
Museum volunteer and Petaluman of Yesteryear “Ida
Bell McNear,” Barbara Harden, passed away. Barbara
was such a ray of sunshine and had many talents.
She’s left us a beautiful gift: she painted the lovely
flowers on the walls of the ladies' room. Although it was
not a PMA event, on Dec. 15 and 16 the Museum
hosted Petaluma Readers Theater holiday
performances. On Dec. 22 we co-hosted Aqus
Community Caroling with over 100 merry singers. And
the grand finale, our 10th Annual New Year’s Eve Gala
Concert! We welcomed back violinist Nigel Armstrong,
who performed at the Museum’s first NYE concert. I’m
always amazed at the transformation of the Museum
for this fabulous event. Thanks to all who helped make
this one of our most successful fundraising efforts.

 We started 2019 planning strategically. We realized
we’d met most of the goals in the current PMA Strategic
Plan and it’s time to update. A majority of the January

board meeting was spent selecting our new goals.
We’re in the process of prioritizing and planning how to
achieve them. We’re also looking forward to this being
the “year of the family,” offering more family-friendly
programs and events. To that end, on January 13th we
celebrated our River City by hosting a “Music Man”
sing-along! It was a fun and entertaining way to spend
an otherwise dreary afternoon. Thanks to our
volunteers for all the assistance and to Cinema West
for donating popcorn. Solange Russek, our Collections
Manager, and her team held a Surplus Sale of props,
duplicates and non-accessioned items that take up
valuable space. The first two days was opened for “like
institutions” then two days for the general public.

The Fundraiser Committee is back with a
vengeance! Please join us for a “Night at the Museum”
Gala on Saturday, March 30th! We’ll have local
historical figures, local authors, live & silent auctions,
raffle, locally sourced small plates by Preferred Sonoma
Caterers, music, signature cocktails and more. Reserve
before March 4th for the early bird discount!

 At the January Heritage Homes & Landmarks
Committee meeting it was announced that we will have
a Spring Parlor & Garden Tour on Saturday, May 11th!
Look for more details in the coming weeks.

Our Annual Jazz Concert celebrating Black History
Month was on Feb. 1st with the doRiaN Mode
performing vintage jazz and blues, co-hosted with
Petaluma Blacks for Community Development. We
invite you to visit our current exhibit, “Black History
Month: The Great Black Migration, 1910-1970” which
runs through March 24th and view all the coordinating
events on our website.

 At the start of this writing I mentioned there were
highs and lows. Loosing Barbara Harden was certainly
a low. Another one was Angela Ryan, our Executive
Director, resigning to accept another position
elsewhere. Angela has elevated the Museum in so
many ways and we can’t thank her enough for all she’s
helped us accomplish (I say in between sobs). We wish
her the best, hope she’ll visit and that she will remember
her time with us fondly.

 As always, the PMA appreciates the support we
receive from our members, our volunteers and the
community.

 Hope to see you at the Museum!

Kathy

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2019

Pres ident ’s  Message
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 Executive Director’s Corner

It was with a mixture of emotions that
I recently announced my resignation
as Executive Director of PMA,
effective February 15th. I have
accepted a position at the Sonoma
Valley Education Foundation that
will allow me to work in the
community where I am raising my

family. It was truly an honor to join the PMA 19 months
ago, as well as a privilege to serve as the first Executive
Director of The Petaluma Historical Library & Museum.
I will miss working with our amazing and dedicated staff,
our incredibly devoted volunteers, and our tremendous
Board of Directors.

I have thoroughly enjoyed the time that I have spent
as Executive Director of the museum, getting to know
the Petaluma community, and in particular, our
wonderful members and supporters. I continue to be
amazed by the generosity shown to the museum by
community members who give selflessly of their time,
funds, and priceless Petaluma artifacts. Petalumans
are extraordinarily lucky to have the museum as their
shared cultural hub and community center.

I am so grateful to everyone who has made the
PMA feel like home, and I am proud of the

accomplishments we’ve made together over the past
19 months: increasing membership by 25% and
securing a $10,000 matching donation in just five short
months; designing and implementing successful new
programs such as the Wednesday Dialogues;
accepting priceless donations of artifacts, such as the
S. Seymour Thomas painting of George P. McNear Sr.;
stabilizing policies and operations; negotiating
contracts; engaging in new partnerships; securing
professional training for the board; and so much more.

I am deeply grateful that I was entrusted with the
responsibility and privilege of being Executive Director
of the PMA and that I had the opportunity to lead the
organization at this crucial stage. It is my sincere belief
that the PMA will continue on this path of growth and
continue to occupy a place of cultural prominence in
the Petaluma community.

If you have questions about your membership or
would like to become a member, please contact
Membership Manager Mary Rowe at
mary@petalumamuseum.com. If you would like to
inquire about donating artifacts, please contact
Solange Russek, Collections Manager, at
artifacts@petalumamuseum.com. For all other
inquiries, please contact Museum Coordinator Liz
Cohee, liz.cohee@petalumamuseum.com.
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Museum Events & Exhibit Schedule

Angela Ryan

  Exhibits:
• Black History Month, Feb 7 to March 24

• Clo the Cow / Scott Hess April 6 to June 16

• The Artist's Eye Behind the Lens: Petaluma Portrait,
Landscape & Artistic Photographer Joseph
Cleveland Wayne July 4 to December 22

 Events (more detail for most of these events can be
      found on our website)

           •February 20 Wednesday Dialogue @ the Museum:
        A Day in the LIfe of a Petaluma Ranch Family, 1925
       film reel and discussion of PHL&M's digital
       preservation efforts

• March 3 Martha C Taylor Lecture on her book From
Labor to Reward 2pm

• March 20 Wednesday Dialogue @ the Museum:
Sonoma Mountain

           

         •March 30 A Night at the Museum
           Gala Fundraiser

• April 17 Wednesday Dialogue @ the
 Museum: Terry Park on Petaluma's
            Golden Concourse

• May 15 Wednesday Dialogue @ the
 Museum: Scott Hess on his photographs
 from On a River Winding Home and
 accompanying exhibit at the PHL&M

• May 11 Heritage Homes tour

• June 5 Wednesday Dialogue @ the Museum
TBD

Jura Margulis in Concert
Coming this May, world-
renowned virtuoso pianist,
Jura Margulis, who is
currently based out of the City
of Vienna's Music and Arts
University will return for his
11th performance.
May date TBD
Check our website for details
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Forget that my son,
Renaud, calls me French
Lady, if you do not hear
me speak, you don’t start
with that. I am that
volunteer with the…, yes,

“where’s that accent from?” who joined the Petaluma
Historical Library and Museum about a year and a
half ago. My name is Hélène des Rosiers. Once or
twice a month, I greet visitors at the docent desk,
even though I am far from claiming to be a docent
myself, since I just moved to Sonoma County a
couple of years ago, after 38 years in Boulder,
Colorado, preceded by another twenty some in
Montréal, Québec, Canada where I was born. I had
not heard the town name Petaluma before my son
landed a wonderful position at Amy’s Kitchen, which
prompted his family’s departure out West. I hence
had everything to learn about this marvelous region
and this very town.

Retired, after 35 years as a certified French and
French Canadian translator and principal of a small
multilingual translation bureau in Boulder, recently
widowed and completely enamored with my 3
grandchildren, I could not help but follow the
procession and head out this way to keep watching
my offspring grow and thrive.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Hélène des Rosiers
…in her own words

Originally, I joined the Museum team to discover and
engage with the community, make acquaintances, feel
useful. Now, even though I do not work often enough, I
consider myself a member of that beautiful family of
volunteers. I had the privilege of finding a small vintage
apartment that fits my humble needs, right downtown,
literally a stone’s throw away from the Museum. It gives
me a wonderful scenery to live and stroll in, and discover
daily.

I was able to make a tiny but enthusiastic contribution
to the preparation of the recently acclaimed Museum’s
“I Do” exhibit and found great pleasure in being exposed
to a romantic aspect of the Petaluma’s Heritage. Said
opportunity gave me the chance to learn from expert,
friendly and passionate staff, delicately handling
mousseline, silk, velvet, embroidery, lace, tulle and
crepe… to dress up the mannequins of the XIXth and
early XXth century brides and grooms. I loved the fact
that we had to wear soft white gloves to handle the time
ripened attires. Small and big joys are plentiful around
here.
What else can I say? I have romanticism, literature and
history in my ancestral French genes. But I am also
proud to be a budding Petaluman.

DESK DOCENTS NEEDED!
Follow in Helene’s footsteps and become a desk
docent yourself.  Four hour shifts make it
convenient for you to give to your community.
Contact Kathy at kathy@petalumamuseum.com
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Republican Ru-
therford B. Hayes
was in his last
year as president
in 1880. He had
won his presiden-
cy in our closest
election ever. It

had been a very contentious
race, with Hayes losing the pop-
ular vote to Samuel Tilden and
then, barely winning the elector-
al college, by just one vote!
(Sound familiar?) Hayes was the
first President to serve after Civil
War reconstruction, following
U.S. Grant’s scandal-ridden
Presidency. (James Garfield
was elected in November of
1880, to succeed Hayes.)
But, in September of 1880,
President Hayes was on a
“Thank You Tour” of California,
with General William Tecumseh
Sherman among others, and
after visiting San Francisco on
September 10th, they continued
on to Petaluma, at the invitation
of Petaluma’s own Edward
Lippitt, who had been Hayes’
law partner in Ohio from 1853
to 1862. In 1863, Mr. Lippitt
wanted to get away from Civil
War woes, and Mr. Hayes, then
Governor of Ohio, wanted to
change things on the federal
level, so Hayes went east to
Washington and Lippitt came
west to California.
E.S. Lippitt was an amazing
man. He had graduated from
Harvard Law, taught high

school math at Wesleyan Fe-
male College, practiced law in
Ohio, came to California (even-
tually to Petaluma), and founded
the Petaluma Weekly Courier
Newspaper. Lippitt also opened

our first high school here and
became Secretary of the
Sonoma/Marin Agricultural Soci-
ety. Then in 1873, he sold his
large Gothic Victorian era home
on the corner of D and Sixth
Streets to the Petaluma School
Board, and returned full-time to
the practice of law.

A hero of the U.S. Civil War,
General Sherman was also
known as the military leader who
wanted to completely eliminate
the power and scope of the “In-
dian Nation.” In that effort, he
had encouraged the total eradi-
cation of the buffalo, our Native
Americans’ main source of
meat. It became known that part
of those efforts by Sherman
were on behalf of “Big Railroad,”
which was in the process of
building tracks crossing the na-
tion. Even with that knowledge,
President U.S. Grant had (amid
controversy) promoted Sherman
to “Commanding General of the
Army.”
Petaluma was a Republican
town in 1880, and although Ed-
ward Lippitt was a Democrat, he
retained a warm friendship with
Republican Hayes. The presi-
dential party had arrived by
steamer up the Petaluma River
and was officially met by a wel-
coming committee that included
Marin County Judge James

McM. Shafter (whom at the
time, owned thousands of
acres of west Marin), Peta-
luma banker Isaac Wicker-
sham, California governor
Perkins, Santa Rosa mayor
A.P. Overton and our Mr.
Lippitt. The visitors were
escorted to carriages for a
ride through town.

WHEN THE PRESIDENT CAME TO PETALUMA

                                 Petaluma History & Commentary
by Skip Sommer, Historian

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2019

Lippitt home on D & Sixth Street

E.S. Lippitt, 1910



And the town was all abuzz!
Flags and streamers flew from
every pole and shop window,
most stores were closed, school
was out for the day, bands
played, and—all in all—it was a
grand welcome. The party con-
tinued to the Petaluma fair-
grounds, where speeches were
made, including General Sher-
man’s reminiscence about his
previous visit here in 1848 at
age 32, and seeing only a “few
mules and horses wending their
way to the ranch of Mariano
Vallejo.” The group then in-
spected the agricultural exhibits,
watched a couple of horse rac-

es, and then adjourned for a late
lunch at the Lippitt‘s home.
Edward Lippitt and his wife Sar-
ah had invited Hayes and his
party to join them for lunch in
their home here, and “attending”
Mrs. Lippitt at this event were
some of the most important la-
dies of Petaluma: Miss Ida Den-
man, Mrs. Wickersham, Miss
Shattuck, Mrs. Westin and Mrs.
Putnam, among others. Our
Weekly Courier proclaimed that:
“An elegant lunch was partak-
en.” I am told that Petaluma’s
Hayes Lane was christened in
honor of the President, as well.
In other 1880s news, President
Hayes had signed the Chinese
Exclusion Act restricting immi-
gration (wait . . . you couldn’t just
call out the U.S. military to the
shores of the Pacific Ocean?),

construction had started on the
Panama Canal, the first Barnum
& Bailey Circus opened, the Uni-
versity of Southern California
was founded, the State of Kan-
sas was the first to go “dry,” and
in San Francisco, a young Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst asked his
daddy if he could run the S.F.
Examiner. Meanwhile, Petalu-
ma rancher Harrison Mecham
was planting 90,000 eucalyptus
trees he had imported from Aus-
tralia. And here, in the Poultry
Capital Of The Universe, 95,000
dozen eggs were shipped out
that year!
It was in 1880 that the Petaluma

branch of the Women’s Chris-
tian Temperance Union (WCTU)
was formed, and in a town load-
ed with saloons, many Petalu-
mans were All For It. Some were
even listening to Canadian
preacher Edward Carswell, who
was “Asking the Almighty to
blight the grape vines of Califor-

nia with Phylloxera“ (a grape
disease that’s unfortunately still
around). However, our more
practical folks commented, “If
the grape vine had not been
intended for some good pur-
pose, Christ could just as easily
have blighted the vineyards of
Judea, as he did the fig tree. We
might as well pray the Good
Lord to break up Niagara Falls ,
because some people every
year are drowned.“ These hon-
orable Petaluma WCTU ladies
were also very much against
President U.S. Grant, for being
(they said) “in the pockets of the
Moonshiners and other thieves

and rascals.” Well, golly!
In Petaluma that year, the
Steamer Pilot was offering “Ex-
cursion tickets. Petaluma and
San Francisco. ONE DOLLAR,
to and from.” And, on Washing-
ton Street, John Cavanagh, Jus-
tice of the Peace and Notary
Public, would handle for you
“Deeds, mortgages and all other
legal instruments carefully
drawn.” Oh yes, his J.P. office
happened to be in his lumber-
yard, (now the River Front
Shopping Center), which would
sell you, while you waited: “Red-
wood and Oregon lumber, shin-
gles, laths, pickets, doors,
windows & blinds.” Land could
also be purchased there, in a
“one-stop-shop,” for just $100
an acre. Whatever happened to
those “Good Old Days”?

6 Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2019

And the town was all abuzz! Flags and streamers flew from every pole and
shop window, most stores were closed, school was out for the day, bands
played, and—all in all—it was a grand welcome. The party continued to the

Petaluma fairgrounds, where speeches were made, including
General Sherman’s reminiscence about his previous visit here

in 1848 at age 32, and seeing only a “few mules and horses wending their
way to the ranch of Mariano Vallejo.”

Ulysses S. Grant
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by Solange Russek & Michael Slade
We would like to acknowledge the California Digital Newspaper (CDN) Program of UC Riverside and Newspapers.com as a our source for this feature.

HISTORICAL NEWS OF PETALUMA

Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2019

19th Century Petaluma Cow Stories

This looks like a used cow advert.

The reason why people need to be careful
where they park their horse.

An American cow!  Surely the “Stars and Stripes”
would be the appropriate brand.

The Sonoma County Journal, Sat, Feb 9, 1856

The Sonoma County Journal, Fri, May 3,1861

San Francisco Call, Volume 87, Number
111, Mar. 21, 1901
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MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
Petaluma Museum Association Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2019

Museum Oak Plaque Dedication

Petaluma Carnegie Library Presentation

On Nov. 14 the Petalumans of Yesteryear staged
an entertaining interpretation of actual historical
events that led to the establishment of a Carnegie
Library for the city.  J.A. McNear was the evening
guide as we heard from Addie Atwater, Mayor
Veale, Andrew Carnegie, Brainerd Jones and other
prominent Petalumans.

Kenneth Breisch Lecture
On Dec. 8 Kenneth Breisch, Ph.D., Associate
Professor, School of Architecture, USC gave a
wonderful lecture about Andrew Carnegie and the
American Public Library Movement along with a
wonderful slide presentation.  He was also excited
to see that we have still had the original library desk
and swivel wooden chair where the librarian would
conduct business.  He explained that the desk and
chair were designed so that the librarian could work
efficiently while keeping and eye on visitors.

Members’ Holiday Party
We had another wonderful Holiday Party for our members.  We were entertained
with music played by Aldo Garibaldi on the piano as people mingled and munched
on delicious holiday goodies.

Congratulations to Robin B. who won our Wine Raffle

The Museum gathered with the
City of Petaluma Tree Advisory
Committee, Council Member
Mike Healy, Mayor
Teresa Barrett and members

of the community to dedicate
a plaque honoring the beloved
museum oak (and to give it a
hug!).
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HERITAGE HOMES
TOURS are back by
popular demand.

Plans are speeding ahead
for a combined garden and
parlor tour to be held on
Saturday, May 11, 2019
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Lush gardens in bloom and
gracious parlors of four his-
toric residences will offer a
glimpse of Petaluma’s past
and present beauty.

An important tour stop will be
the Garden Court of the Peta-
luma Historical Library & Mu-
seum, where a Tea Service
will be served by volunteers,
with historical commentary by
our vintage-costumed Petalu-
mans of Yesteryear.

Tickets are priced at $20 for
adults and children over 12.
Children 12 and under are
free when accompanied by
an adult. Tickets will be avail-
able March 1st at the Muse-
um, 20 Fourth Street in
Petaluma, or online at
petalumamuseum.com.

Tickets would be a great
Mother's Day gift, and lovely
way to spend time with family
and friends on Mother’s Day
weekend. Ticket sales direct-
ly benefit the Petaluma Mu-
seum Association.

To volunteer to be a tour do-
cent — with free admission to
the entire tour — please
contact Rob Girolo at
heritagepetaluma@gmail.com

Heritage Homes & Landmarks Announces Spring Garden & Parlor Tour

WE CLOSED 2018 and kicked off 2019 with
two concerts.  Our 10th Annual New
Years Eve concert sold out in advance

and is always a well received end of the year
celebration.

The vintage jazz & blues group The doRiaN Mode
played to a packed house for our annual jazz
concert for Black History Month.  Concert goers

enjoyed delicious food and drink before the music
started.  The band got the crowd going by doing a
call-and-response song.  The night’s program
came to a close with the audience singing Lift Ev’ry
Voice and Sing (the Negro National Anthem 1899)
and finished with dancing in the aisles to the
traditional New Orleans style jazz number “When
the Saint’s Go Marching In”

Mayor Teresa Barrett shakes hands with Gloria
Robinson, cofounder of Petaluma Blacks for
Community Development after presenting The
City of Petaluma Proclamation for the start of
Black History Month.
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Museum Collection Update
by Solange Russek

Museum Collections Manager

“The Gift That Keeps On Giving”

A CONTINUOUS THANK YOU to Julie
Sias, who by marriage to John Sias
is a descendant of Erskine Baker
McNear; son of John Augustus

McNear, brother to George Plummer
McNear.
In the spring of 2017 Julie sent us a large box
containing McNear letters that date back the
1850’s. We have sorted through the collection,
scanned the letters and are now cataloging a
colorful collection of Petaluma business
advertisements of the 1880’s. Some of the
known businesses are: FH Atwater, Dry Goods
and music and a small recipe booklet from
S.D.Town drugs.
One must appreciate the colorful and creative
almost whimsical drawings that are used as
advertisement logos.

Aikin, Lambert Pens sold at
FH Atwater’s

Dr. F.R. Stearns
started as a jeweler,
but expanded his
business into
becoming an
optician. The
advertisement image
was used nationally
for Wendell
Spectacles & Eye
Glasses.

Mauzy’s Shoe and Hat Store 41 Main Street, Petaluma
dated around 1887. Check out those prices!
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Musical Mondays at the Museum
Join Kayleen Asbo, Ph.D for

"Conversations Across the Centuries"
10:30 am-12:00pm

Petaluma Historical Library and Museum
Concerts, classes and lectures that will change

the way you experience classic music
www.kayleenasbo.com

The monthly Board of Directors

meeting is held every second

Monday of each month at 6:00 PM.

Location: 20 4th Street

(Please enter through the back door)

Public Welcome.

Barbara passed away on Dec.
11, 2018.  She was a big part
of our museum family.  She
often gave impromptu tours to
visitors while she was our
docent for the day.  She also
was a member of the
Petalumans of Yesteryear and
took on the persona of Ida
Belle McNear.  You may have

seen her walking downtown with a tour group doing what
she always said gave her so much joy.  Barbara was a well
established artist.  She shared her talent with us by taking
on the project of painting the walls in the Women’s room
with delicate Victorian floral designs.  We will miss her very
much.

In Memory of
Barbara Harden
“Our Ida Belle”
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When the Black Maria Visited Petaluma
by Terry Park

BY 1928 THE 26 million cars
in the nation were
overwhelming the streets

of the downtown business
districts in both small towns and
large cities.  There were no off-
street municipal parking lots and
those few merchants who had
adjacent lots for their customers
found other customers using
their lots while they shopped
elsewhere.  In 1928 the town of
Petaluma with a population of
7,925 was in the same pickle.

Freeing up parking spaces for
others and relieving traffic con-
gestion were parallel problems
which attracted many early sug-
gestions including parallel and
angled parking, one-way
streets, and time zone parking.

In 1935 another method became
available as the first working
parking meter was invented by
Holger Thuesen and Gerald
Hale, engineering professors at
Oklahoma State. The first meter
was installed in Oklahoma City
in 1935 and the company pro-
duced meters to the mid1980s.
Roger Babson had an earlier
patent for a parking meter in
1928 but it required the cooper-
ation of the car owner as the
meter needed to be connected
to the car battery.

In 1936 Petaluma began to dis-
cuss the need for parking me-
ters. Opponents pointed out the
current one-hour parking zone is
working just fine with the $1 tick-
ets, the meters are unfair, and
the meters sole benefit is for
revenue generation. The farm-
ers also felt the meters were a

tax without representation as
they were not represented by
the city council. Some farmers
also voiced that if it was not for
the farming community Petalu-
ma would not exist.  Petaluma
unlike many other towns and
cities initially took a wait and see
how others who installed park-
ing meters were doing.  After
World War II the city took up the
cause in earnest as San Fran-
cisco, San Rafael, Napa, Mill
Valley, Sebastopol, and Santa
Rosa had installed meters and
reported success.

In 1945 the Breakfast Club was
formed by 36 merchants who
voted 33 to 3 against parking
meters and circulated a written
resolution heralding the rea-
sons.  They included some nota-
ble recommendations.
Construct a subterranean pe-
destrian walkway from Keller St

to Main St with access points to
the sidewalks which became a
reality albeit above ground with
the Golden Concourse Walkway
in 1966.  Also procure Magnus
Vonsen’s private parking lot on
Keller St and convert to a public
free parking lot.

By 1948 Hill Plaza (Penry) Park,
Center Park, and Walnut Park
conversion to parking lots was
recommended but that pressure
somewhat dissipated when the
first public parking lot was
opened in 1951 at the corner of
Second and B St with 35 spaces
behind the Shell gas station.
Later in 1951 the Vonsen lot was
converted to public parking with
60 spaces.  In 1956 the A Street
lot was opened with 51 spaces
and expanded to 93 spaces in
1985.    The Walnut Park con-
version was to be for merchants
and their employees as they
were the first to park thus reduc-
ing spaces for customers.
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After the war it was sug-
gested to resume gro-
cery and retail delivery
to homes and to reroute
the highway on Main St
(Petaluma Blvd N) out
of the business district
but this would not hap-
pen until Highway 101
bypass was completed
in 1956.  In 1946 the
Supreme Court ruled
that parking meter reve-
nue must be spent on
traffic related problems and not
go into a city’s general fund
which addressed one of the op-
ponent’s key arguments.

Studies and testimonials from
other cities who installed parking
meters became available for
those taking a wait and see po-
sition.

For those who thought they did
not have time to park, a study
showed 75% of people shop
less than 30 minutes and
90% less than an hour.  The
national average time for
parked cars is 38 minutes
and for meters is 18 minutes
and in some cases 12 min-
utes thus making two to three
times more parking available
as drivers became more time
cautious with meters. More
available parking spaces
brought more customers into
the store which addressed
some of the merchant con-

cerns.  People on average will
not walk more than two blocks
but will drive five miles to a
shopping center for a shorter
walk.  Shopping centers would
later become another concern
for the downtown merchants.

By January 1949 the city council
by a 6 to 1 vote approved the
trial installation of parking me-
ters and the new ordinance.
The sole dissenting vote was not
against the meters but certain
provisions of the new ordinance
were too vague.  A survey
showed 80% of the merchants
approved of the meters while
only 31% of the farmers.

In June 1949 installation of 690
meters began on Liberty St
working south from Washington

St to Western Ave.  A
penny for 12 minutes, a
nickel for one hour and
two nickels for two
hours in the fringe area.
A parking ticket was
one dollar.   Mary St
was the traditional park-
ing area for farm trucks
so this street was re-
stricted for farm truck
parking which had two-
hour parking meters.

In March 1984 the city council
agreed to a trial removal of park-
ing meters until 1985. In early
1985 the free parking was ex-
tended until the new Keller St
parking garage with 346 spaces
is constructed.  When the ga-
rage was opened in April 1985
parking reverted to one- and
two-hour time zones subject to a
$5 parking ticket.  Continued
public complaints resulted in ex-
tending the one hour to ninety
minutes in November 1985 and
today it is two hours.  The me-
ters were physically removed at
some point in 1986 and in June
1987 the city sold the meters to
the public.

It is possible Thuesen and Hale
named their first parking meter
model the Black Maria (mah-

Rye-ah) after the name
given in the early 1800s
to the black police wag-
ons used to transport per-
sons under arrest.  A
somewhat apt name giv-
en the public response to
parking meters.  But as
one Petaluma merchant
noted in 1949, “Parking
meters are a necessary
annoyance.”
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NEW MEMBERS
Madeline Backman, Saramay Borders, Vina Breyfogle, Sheila Bride, Matt Cory, Gayanne Enquist, Kathe Guglielmetti
Alice Healy, Amy Hogan, Elece Hempel, Scott Henry, Elizabeth Holdmann, Susan Makovkin, David Montijo, Ann Nisson,
Arnold Sargent, Suzann & Alex Tanalski, Daniel Williges, Mary Ann Williams, Wayne Wilson

RENEWALS
John & Pam Agnew, Badderley Family, Lewis & Janet Baer, Earline Barron, Ivan Barta, Ann Bertucci, Gerald Besses, Pamela
Bochte, Renate & Martin Bohn, Steve Bosshard & Carolyn Carswell, Jean Brian, Dan Brown, Lyndi Brown, Linda Buffo,
Dennis & Carolyn Buss, Tim Butterwork, Gerry & Janice Cader Thompson, Lynn Camhi, James & Patricia Carr, Nino & Elaine
Cerruti, Victor Chechanover, John Cinnamon, Jodi Clinesmith & Chris Samson, Clark & Susan Coolidge, Michael & Judy
Cruchon, Patricia Cullinan, David Davies, Judy Davis, Don & Sue Deal, Peter DeKramer, Helene des Rosiers, Pat Donegan,
Lindsay Dyson, Cathy Edmondson, Sue Edwards, Sharon Eklof, John & Libby FitzGerald, Vivienne Frost, Sandra & Ken
Garber, Aldo Garibaldi, Kathleen Greaney & Alice Van Ommeren, Martha Gustafson, Mary & John Guz, Katherine Hall,
Stephen Hamilton, Kathleen Hawker, Colleen & David Heaney, Tina Hittenberger, Camille Jordan, Nicola Haines, Kay Hardy,
Cindy Hendrix, Karen Howard, Kim Jacobsen,  Alan Jaroslovsky, Jim Johnson, Stephen Kent Jones, Susan Powers Kane,
Kate Keaton, Kathleen Ketron, Ronald Kinkaid, Susan Kraemer, Eileen & Ben Kutnick, Elinor Lacy, Ron & Kathy Larsen, Amy
& Joel Levine, Lee Lipinski, Nancy Long, Steven Lovejoy, Hector & Nadine Luevano, Karen Lundholm, Rebecca Lynch, Leslie
& Dave Malloy, Gary Martz, Garnet McClure, William & Vicki McDill, Patricia Menadier, Sherie Michaile, Patricia Moore, Glee
Murphy, Charles Mutscheller, Kathy Nagel, Jan Nave, Len Nelson, Kenneth Nugent, Betty Pagett, Terry Park, Dan & Anthy
O’Brien, Dale O’Connor,  Athan Pasadis, Patty & Frank Paula, Elaine Petersen, Steven Peterson & Peter Jaret, Melanie
Phelps, Jeff & Sue Bates-Pintar, Karen Poehlmann, Jerry Pozo, Greg Ramos, Gayle Reid, Valerie & Greg Reisinger, Susan
Repke-Rice, Barry & Ellen Richter, Timo & Frances Rivetti, Janet Rodd, Adrienne & Martin Rodgers, Rich & Susan Rodkin,
Faith Ross, Mary Rowe, Barbara Russell-Cambra, David Schaefer, Tricia Schexnaydre, Steve & Kit Schlich, Dorothy Scott,
John Sheehy, Douglas Silva, Alma Simmons, Patricia Smith, Catherine Spector, Loretta Stoddard, Vera Svalgaard, Kathy
Schmidt, Gerard & Anne Taylor, Cathy Teague, Margaret Tepper, Lynda Thompson, Binky & Barry Thorsson, Paola Tonelli &
George Cave, Lee & Marj Torliatt, Eloise Van Tassel, Elizabeth Ward, Roger & Eileen Weeks, Marshall West, Peter Williams,
Nancy Wolf

DONATIONS
Peter DeKramer, Kathleen Greaney,  Tina Hittenberger, Stephen Kent Jones, Roberta McElroy, Glee Murphy
Katherine & Bill Rinehart in memory of Barbara Harden

   Membership
16

                                                                 LIFETIME MEMBERS

Linda Adams & Ken Larson, Mr. & Mrs. Marv Ashman, Bacchus Real Estate, Garth Bixler & Steven Barclay,Teresa Barrett
Ron Bausman & Art Wagner, Sherri Brungart, Jim Becker, David Best & Margaret Roth,  Ann & Gordon Blumenfeld,
Walter & Marilyn Bragdon, Tom & Kathy Brandal, Virginia Breedlove, Sherri Brungart,  Paul Canorro & Kelly Collins,
Joseph & Carol Castillo, Susan Morvay Chappell, Codding Foundation, Clark & Susan Coolidge, James and Liz Cohee,
Steve & Judy Collins, Jim & Lori Cornaggia, John Cota, Judy Curtis,  Angela E. De Carli, Daniel & Elissa DeCaro & Family,
Dennis & Charlene Deen, Marvin & Shirley Dolowitz,   Karen & James Ely,  June Ferguson, Bonna & George Flynn,  C.
Michael Forrest,  Alice & Donald Forsyth, Jim & Kris Foster, Terry Fraser, Paula Freund & Paul Heavenridge, Kathy &
Richard Fries & Family, George & Margaret Gambonini & Family, Marvel Gardner, Cheryl & Derlin German, Marie Isabel
Girolo, Robert Girolo, Alexa Glockner, Ken & Annette Goltermann Family,  Margaret Gossett, Kathy Greene, Connie
Hammerman, Matt & Ginny Hautau, Mike & Beth Healy, Toby & Pat Herfindal, Ann Hobrecht, Miriam Hodge,Timothy &
Marianne Hurley, Gary & Lynn Imm, Carol Isaak, Helen Issel, Toby Kaehler, William & Denise Kane, Roanne & Davis
Kaplow, Steve & Karen Kemmerle, Lucy Kortum, Terry Kosewic, Daniel Krieg, Jack & Verna Krout, Kathleen LaRusso,
David & Mary Lee, Rollie & Shirley Leeburg, Catherine Lehmann, Michael Lennon, Paul & Marlene Lewis,  Blanch Lieb,
Sid & Gerry Lipton, Connie Brandner Loughary, Colleen Mahoney, Theresa & Peter Mahoney, Amy Malaise & Gary Fusco,
Peter Masi/Master Cleaners,  Evelyn Matteri, Elizabeth McBride & Don Shaw, Shirley B. McDonald, Mc Dowell Drug Task
Force,  James & Sue Mc Isaac, Keith & Debbie McNeil, Robert & Virginia Merwin,  Max Mickelsen, Flora Mickles, Pierre
& Sonja Miremont, Montoya & Associates, Ann Moreno,  Tim & Lori Nelson, Tammara Norman & Edwin Hamilton, Dustin
O’Brien, Mike O’Brien, Michael Orton, Ross Parkerson, John & Karen Perlis, Edward Peterson, Ray & Ettamarie Peterson,
Charles & Mary Pheil, Russel Pleech,  James Power Millwork, Lawrence Reed, Dan & Ann Reed, Ed & Bernadette Ricci,
Tim & Deborah Riddle, Katherine & William Rinehart, Walter & Emily Roeder, Rotary Club of Petaluma, Jerry & Mary-dee
Roy, Gloria Salick, Warren & Susie Salmons, Nancy Sasser, Kit & Steve Schlich, Richard & Lucille Sharke, Jeff Smith &
Alicia Wallace, Nicole & Dave Snider, Skip Sommer, Springfield Place, Kaye Stack, Clarice Stasz, Thomas & Mary Stelzner,
Elaine & Christopher Stevick,  Barbara Tornberg, Evan Williams & Elizabeth Tyree, UBS Financial Services, Gene &
Lenore Urbain, Larry & Jan Vannucci, Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 563, Susan Villa & Family, Volpi’s Italian
Market, Michael & Elaine Von der Porten, Mary Renner & Linda Vourlogianes, Marcie Waldron, Ruth Walker, Olga Walker,
Judy Walters, Jan Widdowson, Lauren Williams, Sarah Young, Scott & Meredith Young, Nick Zaillian, Ruth Zveinieks
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If you prefer, you can join online at petalumamuseum.com, or call 707-778-4398

FAMILY / DUAL $70
All Basic Benefits, PLUS:

•Extension of Basic Benefits to an additional adult
& children in the same household up to age 17

•Two personalized membership cards

RECIPROCAL MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES - “Museum Goer” Benefit
If you join the PMA at the Supporter level ($125) or higher, you will receive free or discounted

admission to more than 600 museums in the U.S. Some of the top Bay Area participating museums are:
Asian Art Museum • Walt Disney Family Museum • de Young Museum • Legion of Honor

CA Historical Society Museum • Charles M. Schulz Museum • Sonoma County Museum

SUPPORTER $125
All Family / Dual Benefits, PLUS:
•Reciprocal Museum Membership Privileges

BUSINESS SPONSOR $150
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Your business card in the PMA newsletter

CORPORATE SPONSOR $1,000 +
All Benefactor Benefits, PLUS:
•Your corporation’s logo in the PMA newsletter

COMPANY SPONSOR $500
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Your company logo in the PMA newsletter

INDIVIDUAL $35
All Basic Benefits
($20 memberships are available in this category
to: Seniors, Educators, Students. Military is free)

PATRON $400
All Supporter Benefits, PLUS:
•Personalized exhibit tour for you and 10 guests
•Listing of your name on the Museum’s Donor Wall

BENEFACTOR $750 +
All Patron Benefits, PLUS:
•Opportunity to be named the benefactor of a

temporary exhibit or annual program

BASIC BENEFITS OF ALL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
•Discounted admission to temporary exhibits •Personalized membership card
(admission to the library & permanent exhibits is free to all) •10% off Museum store merchandise
•Reserved seating at the Butter & Egg Parade •10% off gift memberships
•Subscription to and acknowledgement in the PMA newsletter •Invitations to previews & receptions

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & CATEGORIES

YES! I want to join the PMA at the level of: Payment Options:
__________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

City/State: _________________________________

Zip: _____________ Phone: __________________

Email: ____________________________________ Petaluma Museum Association
Petaluma Historical Library & Museum

20 Fourth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952-3004

Please detach and return the portion below with your payment method.

All membership dues are valid for one year beginning the month of
enrollment and are tax deductible as provided by law.

❐ Enclosed is my check made payable to the
Petaluma Museum Association

❐ Charge $____________ to my
❐ Visa ❐ MasterCard

Card #: ______________________________________

Expiration: _____/_____ 3-digit code: _______

Signature: ___________________________________
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John & Pam Agnew
Erica & Josh Barlas
Earline Barron
Steve & Carolyn Bosshard / Carswell
Dan Brown & Lisle Lee/in memory
of Barbara Harden
Ruth Browning
Steve & Linda Buffo /in memory
of Barbara Harden
Dennis & Carolyn Buss
Bonnie Carpenter
Carol Casselman
Victor Chechanover
Clark & Susan Coolidge
Laura & Jim Cornaggia/in memory
of Ivan & Gladys
Steve & Debbie Countouriotis/ in honor
of Maryanne Brunn
Charles Craig
Don & Sue Deal
Dennis & Charlene Deen
Peter DeKramer
Jeanne DeLucca
Maria do Ceu & Madelene Clare
Pat  Donegan
Dick & Rita Dunbar
Ted Feldman
Alice & Donald Forsyth
Paula Freund & Paul Heavenridge
Janet Gracyk
Nicola Haines
Kay Hardy
Kate Hawker
Ray Hendess
Miriam  Hodge
Donald Hofvendahl
Carole  Hyman
Gary & Lynn Imm
Helen Issel
Vasanti Jayaswal
Stephen Jones
Camille Jordan
Kate Keaton
Susan Kraemer
Diane Judd & Ron Krempetz

Jack & Verna Krout
Carol Larson/in memory of Ron Walters
Sid & Gerry Lipton
Theresa & Peter Mahoney/in memory
of Anna Keyes Nielsen
Patricia Marien
William & Vicki McDill
Keith & Debbie McNeil
Diane Mello/in memory of Dave McClure
Jane & David Meyers
Gary & Maureen Miner
Glee Murphy/in memory of Charles Murphy
Tim & Lori Nelson
Eric Norstad
Dustin O'Brien
Diane & Christopher Olson
Terry Park
Brenda Paupst
John & Evelyn Pedroni
Lawrence Reed
Barry & Ellen Richter
Tim & Deborah Riddle/in memory
of Happy Hopkins
Adrienne & Martin Rodgers
Jerrene & Raymond Rogers
Mary Savage
Kit & Steve Schlich/in memory
of Barbara Harden
Kathy Schmidt
John Sheehy
Marilyn Sisler
Lorraine Skoog
Loretta Stoddard
Len Svinth
Mary Tilbury
Paola Tonelli
Theresa Toombs
Carolyn Torliatt
Pamela Torliatt/in memory of Althea Torliatt
Barbara Tornberg/in memory
of the Earhart Family
Larry & Jan Vannucci
Scott & Meredith Young/in memory
of Irma Richardson
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